XCOMMUNICATION 


- 


By THOAAS' COMBER DD. 


Precentor of York,” 


. 


$4 


LONDON, 


Printed for Robert Clavell at the Peacock at 
_* the Weſtend of St. Paws Church. 


THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


H E metorious increaſe of Atheiſm , 

Fattion, and Debauchery in this and 

the laſt Age , 1s too evident to be e- 

nied , and too miſchievous to be men- 

tioned without ſad reflexions : But 

| while many expreſs their Piety in bes 
wailing the Matter of Fat, few do exerciſe . their 
Confderation, either in ſearching after the Cauſes. of 
this deplorable Evil, or enquiring into the proper Re- 
medies for it. *Tis true , there may be many Cauſes 
of ſo complicated and ſpreading a Contagion, and dj 
vers Methods contrived for its Cure : But. there is 
one great and eminent occaſion of this univerſal Cor- 
ruption that ſeems to be peculiar to our Times , and 
the Mother or the Nurſe to moſ# of thoſe Vices and 
Errors which are the Reproach of this Age, viz. The 
contempt ,of Excommunication : For this being the 
only means- that the. Church - hath to puniſh theſe 
Crimes (which the Secular Tribunals ſelifom or never 
take Copywizance of) If Men by 1gnorance or. Evil 
Principles can arrive at Impudence enough to deſpife 
this Sacred and Salutary Penalty,. they þ > _ 
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nk of our Reformation , the wy 
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HIS" thoſe: who are uf {pro oflgate; C y 
a confp apire to-ma hrches DI/c Nesp | 
contemprible, weak and ineffeftual , and all ſtrive o 
deprive her of that Power which they know ſhe would - .. 

uſe forthe Cure of thoſe Vices, which 'th | 
and reſolur to routine bn. .1But $t-is i= might 

ty t0.Mheſe: our: Emomies to wndeceiue them , 
them the vthat Excommunication- i vot r 
dreadful; becaafe ſome men for vile ends do fallly 
jw enbalbr dren we And it ma be a hap- _ - 
mage of rags he. Ag? , "to" matthfeft the. Di- Þ 
, Sly dimen: , or The Fara 
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"te dreaded there; and: bthe. Crimes which' cauſe” it, 
. is it fit that*ither 'the' Faults: or | the the af 
ſhould be lightly regarded here > Whoever 4s of this 
temper, hath taken his Meaſures from falſe. Guides ; 
whoſe Intereſt it was to diſparage this Eboly Inflituti- 
- on, becauſe they had-done y ek Crimes.to deſerve it, 
". ahd it is their Duty, and for their Souls health , to 
; reftifie this dangeroas Miſtake; in order whereunto 
we will clearly, plainly, and impartially ſhew , Firſt, 
The Divine Original of it - Secondly, The.Uriverſai 
PraQtice of '#t + Thirdly, 'The Ends for which it was 
- Inſtitured + which will give all wnprejudiced Perſons 

& rizht Notion of this uſeful and weizhty matter. 
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CHAP. I. 


Of the Original of Excommuniea. - 
tion, . ants, 


6. - Lethoughr we conſider Excommunication as it © 
| *. 4s now uſed in the Chriſtian Church, yer 
I '- becauſe it was not firſt praiſed there, we 
muſt dig deeper-to diſcover the Foundation 
thereof; and it will add much to the Veneration of it, 
to ſhew, That it was ever reverenced, as well by the 


Jews as the Gentiles, before it was ado into Chriſti- 


anity by our bleſſed Saviour : ore we will de- 
monſtrate, that this Sacred Rite hath its Original from 


theſe three things. | 
| Firſt; 


TETEQAeLU 


- Exerciſe of ſuch a Power. And as the Fa 


Thirdly, Fronythe expref. Inſtitution of 


no Society ever did, or can ſubfiſt without Governours; 
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ch as break tte Rules of this Soci 


the Scckery ie UP mio be precarIA, 2nd Wome Toon 


come to ruin, as wanting ſufficient Means to preſerve it 
GIF: "oy 1.5 _ 
Society which is called the Church, and which is really 
diſtin& from the Givil Sxate,, bei oint2d for other 
Ends, and goveraed by other res, ruled by di- 
ſtin& Officers, and guided by peculiar Laws; a Society | 
which did ſubſiſt whenthe-Civih State oppoſed it god | 
mult con inue(whatexot changes Human Govarnme 

ſuffer) unto the end of the World: Therefore theRylers 
of this Society, the Church, muſt have ſome to 
puniſh all thoſe who do diſturb the good Order there- 
of by a falſe Faith or corrupt Worſhip, or by diſfolute 
Manners; andif our Lord had-not; intruſterthe@hutly 


with fach.a P er; Reaſon and Þ .w have 
compelled the: lors of tbe -Charch to. Javet Myra 


It, tHe, qo ns ſg _— it. "No 
man. can Wb RBAVErn onc m the Capacity: 
of a Father ox Maſter, unleſs he be inveſted tinge 
er to. Iet.in _and-carn out, of his Family; ſuch. he-food 
fic,and to diſpenſe or. whthbold the: 'te: 
his Fuoply as he ſqes-Qceafian;, much;Jols tan; a Rrgen 
be tained in Peace and yy. ny 

er or Maſter 

may and doth exerciſe this Authority within his own 
Family, 
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Fargily, though it be a part of the Commonwealth , 

[ h damage to the Prince's Power: So inthis Society 
of the-Church, fince the ends of ir- are different from 
that of the Civil Government, the Ecclefiaftical-Gover- 
nours may exerciſe their Power and Authority without 
incroachment upon the Prince's Sovereignty. The'ends 
of Temporal Princes being to preſerve their People in 
outward Peace and Plenty, in the enjoyment of their 
Temporal Rights and Priviledges while they live upon 
Earth : But the ends of the Spiritual Governours are 
to make Chriſtians holy here and happy hereafter , and 
their Ryles.and Puniſhmenes are both ſured ro this end. 
The Rules are Precepts of Piety and Charity , and the 
Penakies are proportionable, w*..not Corporalta), but (-) Nulum ib 
Spiritual ; that is, the depriving them of all the comfort 4/crimen ſan- 
and benefit of Church-communion art preſent, and the 5 1 
declaring them to be worthy of Divine —_ un- plin ; —_ 
leſs they repent. So that the Rulers of the World need 7ur. Aug. ad 
have no jealouſie for their Authority, on the account Maced. ep.5 4+ 
of this Spiritual Juriſdiction from- his Servants , who 
declares Hw King dem is not of thus World (b ). "They are (6) Job. xvii. 
to watch for mens Souls, to make them inwardly good, 36. Audire Ju- 
to reform their Manners, and fit them for a blefled E- Rr Og 
ternity : And they govern as Fathers, by Arguments ,;,,, pr nt 
and Perſwaſion, by Spirityal Promiſes and Threatnings, :imem veftram 
by the Rod of Church Cenſures, not by the Sword,as in hc munde. 

e Civil Magiftrate doth. Yer as the Prince takes care Avg-in loc. 


- of the Lives and worldly concerns of his Subjects, and 


puniſketh choſe who injure them in either of theſe ; fo 

doth the Spiritual Goyernour in his proper way puniſh 

thoſe who a&t contrary to the welfare of their own or . 

others Souls, whether by teaching falſe Doctrine , or 

ſerting a bad Example.  And-asthere are three ends of 

outward and civil Puniſhments; Firſt, »:26e, Inftruction 

tothe Offender to repent and amend : Secondly, mpe*- 

Frryua,, Warning to others not to follow fo bad an Ex- 

ample : and Thirdly, nwwes, Vindication of the Socie- 

ty trom the Scandal which might be-caſt upon it-for 
B \uffering 
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(c)Vidend. Aul. ſuffering-evil Acts to be done ( ©); So alſo the Agkefwal 
_—_ Penalties aitn at the ſame ends, viz. To reform the OF- 
en "4; fender ; To warn others nor to follow the ill. Example; 
lexandr. Strom. And to clear the Church from that Scandal which the 
4. ads of evil Men, profeſling themſelves Chriſtians, ma 
bring on it, -if they be not puniſhed: All which en 
are obtained by this Spiritual Penalry of Excommunica- 
tion duly inflicted by the Church', and humbly ſabniic- 
ted to by the Offender ; which doth clearly ſhew that 
it is neceſſary to, the being and the well-being of this 
Spiritual Society, the Church, even upon Principles of 
Natural Reaſon, that its Governours ſhould have this 
Power. And that none may doubt whether Natural 
Reaſon doth teach this , we will ſhew that the very 
Gentiles (who had no other Guide but the Light of 
Natural Reaſon) did frequently uſe this kind of exclu- 
ding all thoſe from their Society, _ from joyn- 
ing in their Sacrifices, who were unfit an aa a 
And though there were no Law to tarn ſuch | 
out by violence, yet their Order was obeyed 
the ſhame of thoſe pretended Chriſtians who deſpyſe the 
(4) Demoſth, Commands and deride the Authority of our Lon 
Orat. in Lep- Niſters in the like Caſe.. 4 


(e) Kexz F. II, Among the Grecians, Draco was one of the 
99> 3 «7 moſt ancient Lawgivers , and he decreed , Thar Aim 


A yo edyg. Therers ſhould be excluded from the Dr ink-Offerings and Fes 


& Tor Svoiwy. Firuals, from the Temples and Publick Aſſemblies (d). And * 
Schol. Ariſtoph. the Scholiaſt on Ariſtepbanes ſpeaks of this as of an old _ 


(f) Myr &- Cuſtom, That xo Man{layer ſbould partake of their Sacr, for 
oder od ces, (e)) And _ i i chat Edit of Oedipus 
Te. in Sophecles, concerning a Parricide , That none of bis 
Mill” is $1Gy Subjetts ſhould receive bim into their Houſe, nor ſpeak to bim, 
dxain jwiTe nor communicate with him in Prayers or Sacrifices to the 
Ron > Gods, nor waſh their hands with him. (f). Whence it 
ur ie Appears, That both Civil and Sacred Commerce was 
& 1i<45"50- forbid to-theſe Criminals; and though thoſe who had 
gboc. in Ocdip. {lain their Mother in Evripides, mention. only their be: 

ug 


UMI 


us " 


ingexcluded at Argis from all Mens houſes and conver- = 
fations : (g ) Yet we may infer they were much more (£) Mi 5- 
uncapable of coming to the Sacrifices. Plato allo or. 8 wy 
dains that ſuch as _ their Parents ſbould be expelled mars 
from their Cites and their Temples ; and that whoever wggoparay v- 
had any converſation with them ſhould be excluded »«' Eurip."O- 
from-the Aſſemblies and Sacrifices till they were pur- =_ OTB! 
ged (b). And if it be enquired whoſe office it was to ( lr = 
do this, we may learn that from Fulizs Poliux, who plas de leg-9. 
tells us there was one at Athens called the Kimg of the fol.831. | 
Sacrifices,whole office was To proclaim that the contumacious 

(or rather,the unholy who were of contrary diſpoſitionto 

Y holy Rites) ſhowld abſtain from the Myſteries and other (1) Tleyzy- 
eſtabliſhed Ritez (5 And Hkibjades, for having reveal- ?&*7 7%, 3 
ed the Myſteries of Ceres which ought to -have been ray wag 
kept ſecret, was devoted ro Divine Vengeance by the Prieſts = x) wy 

in all thgir ſeveral ways of Religion ( & ). Where note, der roul- 


that thas fort of Excommunication was attended with fo- &7” 4 4 k Ons 
lemaKurſes; which was a delivering them to the Divine —__ A 
Juſtiog;. and we may fucther obſerve, that this penalty (k) Se Deb ya 


was Aor inflicted on Bo Murther, but for any great ewnixm Sacer- 
olferige cirher againſt Religion (as here) or againſt good 4&emreligimer 
matiners. As in that remark concerning the Crcete, mens 1 
gw called the Circaſſians, who uſed to forbid all that did a- jg, | 
7: injuſtice, to come injo their Temples (1). And that (1) T7, 6xi- 
xample in Herodotus where five Cities of Jonia did ex- ournes wy is- 
* clude the ſixth City from all Communion in their Sa- #®? ey <4 
crifices ; becauſe. one of their Citizens called 4 aficles, 7,2: 
' took away a Brazen Tripod which was dedicated to A- (+) Herodot. 
pollo (m). And we may find inſtances wherein Men were lib.1. Clio-pag. 
alſo excommunicated for other crimes ; ſuch as unlaw- $99  * 
ful Lufts. (=), a crime ſoodious, that if we may believe #) a _— 
«Alian, the very Dogs that were kept in Vulcan's Tem g,.;, ;,; je. 
. ple near Mount eAtns which fawned on all pure Wor- ferns gaudis 
ws ww would have found out thoſe which were ſo pol- ne&e Venus. Ti- 
luted, and. driven them out of the Holy place (s). - We bullib.2.cleg.:. 
need not inſtance in any more particulars, for Plutarch y DY 
reports That Apollo did I _—_ Murtherers and MS 4 -— 
2 wic 
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(p)*BE1Q1 r1- wicked Perſons to go ont of bis Temple ( p); not that the 
Cee fer Deity pot od ur 4 but by the Pricfts who in the 
—_— no ſa. Name of the Gods were wont to proctaim before the 
litus beinply "” Sacrifices began, That no Unhallowed, nor Profane per- 
arcexe necentes. lon, none that were polluted with Blood or other 
Lucan. lib.s. crimes ſhould dare to wy there, or come near the plate 
(9) —proce! » (9), as Virgil declares in the Sacrifice of Proſerpina, uſin 

6, procul efie he very ſame words, as Briſſenius notes (r), which of ol 

profent, va. were uſed by the Greeks on the fame account (s) ; and 
tes, rotoq; abſj- no doubt theſe were the Solemn Form of denouncing 
ftite Ice. Vir- all fuch unworthy of the Sacrifices : For the foremen- 
gil. En.5.* tioned Briſſonius hath cited many Teſtimonies to prove 
(7) _—_ m that this Proclamation was alwaies made, not in the Sa- 
_—y '* * erificesof any one Deity, but of all the ſeveral Gods. 
(s) *Exgs ings SO Medea when ſhe acts as Prieſteſs of Hecate,uſes the like 
#5+ B&Pnaor form (t) : As doth alſo the Principal of thoſe who were: 
Callim. bym. 2. employed in the Sacrifices of Cybele (#). And for thoſe. 
Is who knew themſelves guilty , they did ſo reverence 
byms apol. & theſe words, that they preſently withdrew, taking them. 
apud Orph. as ſpoken from the Deity ; and believing the Divine 
-— Wezs AN Vengeance would ſeize them if they ſhould preſume to 
emAD+ 661- ftzy ; as we more fully learn from S«idas, who thus de- 
= 5uS;.. Icribes this matter, Thoſe who were to offer cryed cut Tis Tidy, 
(z) Hinc proewl that is, ho is here ? Then the people charitably ayſwered, 
Mfſenidem, pre- TIt)4} x, "Azavo}, many and Good Perſons © And this the Sa- 
cut une juber' +ificers did, that they whoſe Cenſciences accuſed them of a 

ire minifiyos, Fe f þ 4d þ hs om the Holy Rites 
Ft monet area: 11Mpurit), might witharaw t emſelves fr ite. 


ris ocules remes (). And we need not with the Learned Selden ſo: 


Sil. tral. li.1 7. Eleuſinian Rites after the Sacred Officer had proclaim- 


he 7 bop ed, That no impicus or unclean Perſon ſhould be preſent there, 


4s Suttonius relates : And the Hiſtorian mentions it-as a 
demonſtration of che Purity and Innocence of _ ex- 
CCcuent 
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© cellent Emperor Antowinus , that he. went to theſe Sa- | 
crifices in the Temple of Ceres at Athens (x) ; which (x ) Cereris 
cuſtom was of longer continuance, it ſeems : For Lam. *«mp/um adis 
pridius notes that Alexander Severus | hg did refuſe 5/7 mmacer 
thoſe undue divine honours to which ſome of his Pre- 0,20 
deceſſors pretended ) in this worthily imitated the 14 amonin.Phi- 
Gods, That he proclaimed, None ſhould enter bas py” lol. p.213., 
( as br, ſay in : \ —_ Sacnifices) who did not 
imſelf mnnocent (y). Yea, as long as Paganiſm was retain- 
wry Somos wad kept : For Fulian the Apoſjate had ba- ELL, «ob 
niſhed and excluded the Chriſtians-from all publick Af- i» Elruſieniis ſ- 
ſemblies(z) : And in thoſe times the Criers was wont to ©” 4ic:tur, u? 
proclaim according to the Athenian manner, That if «- _ 
ny Atheiſt, — or e- Ic _ _ _ a ſee hr oo Pals, +24 
erifice, the Id be turned out (a); tor they took the wir. Lampri 
Chritan, then for Impious Perſons. But withal we may vir. Alex ever 
note,that the Chriſtian Biſhops did not ſuffer their People (Fialia ws 
tobe preſent at any of theſe Sacrifices;for whenan Hymn G O_ 
was to be ſung to Bacebas,and in the Preface to it Procla- jyyeg. in Juli- 
mation was made, that ſuch as were not initiated, and an. orat. 1, 
ſuch as were- unclean ſhould go out of the 'doors; Apllinarg (-) Vide Luci- 
and his Father ( who were both of the Clergy ) with ** To. 
ſome of the Laity, ſtayed to hear it ; whereupon the "*PFS&4%5* 
Laity were admoniſhed , and theſe two of the Clergy 
were excommunicated by Theodotws Biſhop of Laodices, 
and not received in- again till they were reconciled by 
a ſolemn Repentance (5). Bur to return to the Gen- (5) Sax 
tiles; Tertullian informs us,' Thar all Heathen mytteries ;;o t».6 cap. 
_ did drive away the Profane (©). And yet this 'was n@ 2; pag 339. 
where done with more Authority or more Solemnity (c) Semper im 
than among the ancient barbarousGawls ; among whon ?/- 1n11a7ie- 
the Dywids-were their Chief Prieſts, and had'in ſo very 5-.nnnt. 
great Veneration, that Ceſar who lived in Gafſid, and 11! apoiog. 
muſt needs know their Laws, ſaith, If any:private or pub- 
lick Perſon ſtand not to their Decrees, they farbid hints their- 
Sacrifices, which u the bigbeft puniſhment them; for 
they who are thus irer died, are reckoned in the number of 
the impions and wicked; .all . men turn awoy from. them, \aud 
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(p7 ntiQu = wicked Perſons to go out of bis Temple ( p); not that the 
5 Plut.de fera Deity Feed int Perſon, but by the Prieſts, who in the 
num. vid. name of the Gods were wont to proctaim before the 


———Pean fo. ccrifices began, That no beers ped nor Profane per- 


litus templis - 
ge. hp ut ſon, none that were polluted wich Blood or other 


Lucan: lib.5. crimes ſhould dare to wy there, or come near the plate 
(9) —preewl » (g), as Virgil declares in the Sacrifice of Proſerpina, uſin 

I eſe 1. very ſame words, as Briſſevius notes (7), which of ol 

Ne lan/at va. Were uſed by the Greeks on the fame account (s) ; and 
tes, totoq; abſe- NO doubt theſe were the Solemn Form of denouncing 
flite luce. Vir- all fuch unworthy of the Sacrifices : For the foremen- 
gil. £n.6.* tioned Briſſonins hath cited many Teſtimonies to prove 
CEOS - that this Proclamation was alwales made, not in the Sa- 
pag.2. crifices of any one Deity, but of all the ſeveral Gods. 
(s) *Bxgs ings SO Medea when ſhe ads as Prieſteſs of Hecate,uſes thelike 
#5: &Pnxer: form (7) : As doth alſo the Principal of thoſe who were: 
_y bym-2- employed in the Sacrifices of Cybele (#). And for thoſe. 
re who knew themſelves guilty , they did fo reverence 
bym. Apol. & theſe words, that they preſently withdrew, taking them. 
apud Orph. as ſpoken from the Deity ; and believing the Divine 
-— Wezs if Vengeance would ſeize them if they ſhould preſume to 
emAies bebi- ftay ; as we more fully learn from Swidas, whe thus de- 


Hizny 4uc.. (cribes this matter, Thoſe who were to offer cryed cut Tis Td, 
(:) Hinc proewl that is, who is here ? Then the people charitably anſwered, 
Mfonidem, pro- TI9).4i x; Azatet, 47) and Good Perſons : An this the Sa- 
pe _— crificers did, that they whoſe Ccnſciences accuſed them of any 

, might withdraw themſelves from the Holy Rites 


impurity, 
Et monet arca- 5 nd” we need not with the Learned Selden {o- 


nis oculos remoe \W )- A . : . 
were profames. nicely diſtinguiſh berween this Monitory Excommuni- 


Gvid. Metzm. cation, and that which was more ſolemnly denounced 
b7. Þak7- ainſt particular perſons ; Since the Heathens did 


owe : of, ef | 
fo mon. pro. Eltcem this Monition to be ſo Sacred, that even Nero 


| cul hine o#.e- himſelf, though an Emperor for his Quality, and irre- 
eunz; profime. 11gious enough in other things, durſt not come to the. . 
Sil. tral. lib.17. Fleuſinian Rites after the Sacred Officer had proclaim- 
ak op" oops ed, That no impious or unclean Perſon ſhould be preſems there, 
ms es Sueronius relates : And the Hiſtorian mentions itas a 


demonſtration of che Purity and Innocence of the ex- 
cellent 
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cellent Emperor Antowinus , that he. went to theſe Sa- | 
crifices in the Temple of Ceres at Athens (x) ; which (x ) Cereris 
cuſtom was of longer continuance, it ſeems : For Lam. *emp/um adis 
pridius notes that Alexander Severus dag did refuſe */* 21m 
thoſe undue divine honours to which 


ome of his Pre- os my ah 
deceſſors pretended ) in this worthily imitated the y4 anonin.Phi- 
Gods, That he proclaimed, None ſhowld enter bs #, loſ. p.21 3. 
( as br. fay in - 8 1 vegan Sacnifices) who did not 
imſelf znnocent (y). Yea, as long as Paganiſm was retain- 
bs was kept : For F lian the Apoſtate had ba- ELL are 
nithed and excluded the Chriſtians from all publick Af- in Elruſiniis ſa- 
ſemblies(z) : And in thoſe times the Criers was wont to 7's 4s, ws 
proclaim according to the Athenian manner, That if «- nw a % | 
ny _ Chriſtian, or Epicurean were come t0 ſee the Sa- Paths >. 4 —_ 
_ they ſhould be turned out (a); for they falſly took the wir. Lamprid. 
iftians then for I —_—_ _ One we may Vit. Alex. Sever. 
note,that the Chriſtian Biſhops did not ſuffer their People P*8:525- 
tobe preſent at any of theſe Sacrifices;for whenan Hymn (Nanzp 
was to be ſung to Bacchas,and in the Preface to it Procla- jnyes. in Juli-, 
mation was made, that ſuch as were not initiated, and an. orat. 1, 
ſuch as were- unclean ſhould go out of the "doors; Apollinarg (-) Vide Luci- 
and his Father ( who were both of the Clergy ) with To. . 
ſome. of the Laity, ſtayed to hear it ; whereupon the *FS4%5*" 
Laity were admoniſhed , and theſe two of the Clergy 
were excommunicated by Theodotws Biſhop of Laodices, 
and not received in- again till they were reconciled by 
a ſolemn Repentance (5). Bur to return to the Ges, _. 
tiles; Tertullian informs us,' That all Heathen: myiterzes \;2 tþ.6. cp. 
_ did drive away the Profane (©). And yet this was ne 25. pag 339. 
where done with more Authority or more Solemnity (c) Semper im- 
than among the ancient barbarousGauls ; among whon ?'< 171970- 
the Dyaids were their Chief Prieſts, and had'in ſo very jc, 
great Veneration, that Ceſar who dived in Gaflids and {\1/ Apotog, 
muſt needs know their Laws, ſaith, If any:private or pub- 
lick Perſon ſtand not to their Decrees, they farbid hints their 
Sacrifices, which u the bigheft puniſhment them ; for 
they who are thus inter died, are reckoned int nhe# of 
the impions and wicked; .all . men turn awsy from i" 
wilt. 
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A Diſconſe 


(e) Tacit. An- 
naLllib, 1 4- 


(f.) Majores 
quoties dirime- 


wil not meet them, nor naar them , left they ſhould be 


infetted by coming near them ; nor can they have any bene 
of the Law, nor receive any kind of bonour (4). d Ta- 
citts hath informed us, That the Germans, who had the ___ _ 


ſame Rites of Religion, uſe to puniſh Cowards , and 


-ſach as loſt their Shields (who were _ Offenders Aa- 


mong that warlike People) with excluding them. from 
their Sacrifices and their Councils (e). Whence we ma 


obſerve, That the Prieſts were the Inflitors of theſe © 


Cenſures, and when any one was judged contumaci- 
ous to the Priefts Laws, he was firſt cut off fromall com- 
munion'in Sacred things ; and then as a conſequent to 
that, the People alſo denied him all common Civilicies, 
as one odious to God and Men. And we ought nor, 
with Mr. Selden , to think this a meer Civil Punith- 
ment ; becauſe the deprivation :of Civil converſation 
did- follow upon the Excommunication from Sacred 
Offices, as C/ar clearly expreſſes it. And though itbe 
rue that ic was a cuſtom at Romte for private Perſons 
ſametimes (f), even for private Injuries, to forbid Men 
their Houſe ; and for the Magiſtrates, for Crimes againſt 


rent amicitias, the State only, to Interdict all Men the accommodating 
ſolent interdi- Criminals with Fire or Water (g); yet it doth not follow 


cere Dome. Ta- 
cit. Annal. lib.6. 


P-S9S-+ - 


(g) Appian. de from Sacred 


Bell.Givil.lib. 1. 
Livius paſſim 
& Dion. Ha- 
licarn. 


that the ſame Interdi& of Civil commerce might not 
be obſerved upon the Prieſts excommunicating Men 
ces, ſince it ſeems very natural for the 
Pe to infer, That thoſe whom the Sacred Officers 
declared to be unworthy to converſe with the Gods, 
were alſo unworthy to have any converſation with them; 
and when the greater Priviledge was taken away, the 
le& would follow of it ſelf : So that we may conclude , 
That the Druides and German Prieſts did principatly 
uſe this as a religious puniſhment on. the moſt notorious 


' Offendets; and that this excluſion from their Sacrifices 


was eſteemed the worſt and moſt grievous Penalty thar 
could be inflited; though they had other kinds of Pu- 
niſhments from all Antiquity : For Aventines faith, Tuifco 
the firft Law-giver of the Germans , allowed none _ the 

| | rieſts 


4? 
FP 


——— 
of Excommunication. 


Prieſts to exeeute, bind, or chaſtiſe Malefaftors, that ſo Men  _— 
might not only take it for a mn the Princes | 
_ command, but as due Vengeance the (b). Where- () Aventin. 


fore Excommunieation was then thought a ſadder Pe- Azali. p.12. 
nalty than Stripes , Impriſonment , or Death it felf. 
Which Opinion of theſe Barbarians, will riſe up in 
Judgment one day againſt thoſe wretched pretenders to- 
Chriſtianity, who ſlight the Cenlares of the Church of 
Chriſt, and value nor their juſt excluſion from thoſe Di- 
vine Ordinances which he hath appointed. Finally, 
This ral Conſent of all Nations ( thus cxpliinnd. ) 
doch Pctars, That Natural Reaſon did teach the very 
Heathens, who wanted the Revealed will of God, that- 
it was neceſſary to the Being and the Honour of Religi- 
on; to give their Prieſts a power tocaſt out all notorious, 
infamous, and ſcandalous Criminals from their Tem- 
ples, and to exclude them from all communion in their 
Sacrifices ; which proves-my firſt Afﬀertion, That Ex- 
communication is partly founded on Natural Reaſon. 
But whereas ſome (eſpecially thoſe who belong to the. 
4 Civil Courts, and for their Intereſt would decry Eccle- 
£ fiaſtical Juriſdition) would perſwade us there is no 0- 
| ther Foundation of Church Cenſures, but only this light 
of Natural Reaſon, and-the Prattice of the Greeks and 
Romans (i), E ſhall now proceed to ſhew., the evidenco (;) yis. Sclden 
we have to prove-it is-of Divine Inſtitution. 7 Synedriis , 
;L1.c.10.p.224. 
$. ITT. The ſecond ground of Excommunication is the. 
practice of the Fews, by which I do not mean the con- oY 
ccits of thoſe Rabbins who lived long after the deſtru&i- \ 
on of the Jewiſh PER have diſcourſed frivolcufly. | 
about this Rite, and loaded it with. many ſuperſtitious 
if not ridiculous adherencies,. which while ſome learn- 
ed Men induftriouſly hunt after, they loſe the ſubſtance, 
and that which is principally. conſiderable to us Chriſti- - 
ans; that is, The we have in Scripture to prove 
that ſomething to our Excommunication was 
in uſe before the Rion of Fernuſalem. _ 
mult. 


—_—7” —_ 


& 4 _ * Fw "— . : Ly ; FS \ d : 
6 \ " a —_  T — oo 
« 
a - 4 =_ - 
— - wes oe 4+ - = y 5 
_ - _ - : 
A Diſcourſe - 


' mult begin this account with the Infancy of the World, 
: becauſe what-God did in the Patri tiraes, was 
\written'to guide the Jews when they came to'be the on- 
ly -Churchiand People ofgrhe moſt High. And ficſt , 
it is plain that Adam upon his Tranſgreffion was caſt 
out of Paradiſe by the Miniſtry of an Angel, which was 
a ſort of excommunicating him from the place where 
he enjoyed the Divine Preſence in the moſt immediate 
manner, Gene. iii. 24- and ſome of the Ancients make 
this the firſt pattern of-this Sacred Rice. Again, This 
iſcipline was more plainly exerciſed upon Cain , who 
had been inſtructed in the way of worſhipping God, 
Gen. iv. 3. and making Solemn Offerings with his Fa- 
ther and the reſt of that Family. But when he wiltul- 
ly murdered his pious Brother Abe} , God pronaunces 
the Sentence of Excommunication upon him , which 
Cain profeſſes was an intolerable Puniſhment, wer. 1 3. 
For hereby firſt he was to be turned oyt of the Afſem- 
blies far Religion, which :he calls being bid from Gods 
face. - Secondly he was declared unworthy to: conyerſe 
with the Innocent, which is expreſſed by his being a 
Fugitive and @ Vagabond in the Earth. Thirdly he was 
devoted to deſtruction, ſo that it would have been no 
Crime to kill him, as he complains when he ſaith, Thar 
every. one who found bim weuld ſie him , wer. 14. Which 
is ſo expreſs. a place, that ſome learned Men find all the 
kinds of Excommunication afterwards uſed among the 
Jews, in'this Divine Cenſure. 1. The Niddui or Sepa- 
ration ; 2. The Cherem, Anathema or Curſe ; And 
zly, the Schamethe, or expoſing him to Divine Venge- 
ance; For God ſet a Mark on him to reſerve.the Judg- 
ment upon Cain ſolely to his own infliting : Howe- 
ver, _—_— declares that the Lord would have all 
wilful obſlinare Offenders ſeparated and excluded 
from the ſounder part of the Church. And fince Noab 
was the great High-Prieſt after the Flood , it is not im- 
robable that the Curſe he pronounced upon Cham for 
Jehpiling his Father, was a fort :of Cherers, lince _ 
| phet 
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arr ler res bal Under 
(9) iety of pure ns. Adoſes 
1 Law there was a new'way of worſhip. inftiuted, con- 
6ſting'of divers carnal Ordinances , ſured to the gerize 

of the Jewiſh People, and to thoſe Ages and Parts of 
the World, and theſe outward Rites were typical of 
more ſpiritual and moral Obſervances which were to 


erciſs 


rci 
had ſome 


were not worthy 


formed according tothe Prieſts diredtio 
M and | 


perm ; 
thus legally unclean, -being unfit for that legal Worſhip, 
wnowker ware from it," and were: to all intents 


of their Exeernal-Privilodges 
br ns 
ON gh 


which 


en die 


, and their attions a 


Society ) beir Crimes ſhould be marked with a publick 


Inſtances in the Old Teſtament of any that were Ex- 

I ious A- 

fions.? There —_ one clear Exam this kind, 

viz. that of the Tribe-of Bewjamin, which was 

ly denounced accurſed in a Religious Dy, #d xx. 
by a ſo- 


vm ren 2 _ 
kemn Oath, -xxi.1. for abettingt cruelty 
beah : 1 lay if this be ſtrange to any 


þ 

: 

: 

vi 
Is 
THE 


-and his Complices, Numb xvi. 32. the Berbſbemites, 1. 
vi. a9. :Uzzeb, 2 Sem. vi. 7. and many others, and 
executed .the hi and heavieſt fort of Excomm 
mAication, :the S ha, u them 
;from the:like Crimes : Or at he did, 


= 


bo 


Uh Toe was for 


"4 (n) Ver.21, 


FEA 


Levitaxiv.6. 


| this Onion) that he had power to fo 


6) his &y/ſop 77M And chat chis is nor 2 meer - Rabbinoal 
(p) Ver. 7. ſee appeap fron tl 


Ks inthe other Pe- 
GE ie ; Do vi. 2. and ſpeaks .of God's band ly 
org beavy on bim dey and night, till all ba moiſture was 


dried up, Plal. xxxii. 4. Yes by Pſalxxxvidi. he de- 


clates there _ no ſoars mn OT. T3: year be bis 
p «fe 


' wonnds fhank, 
arr ray nor res ye _ fre and jo kin(men aa 


wot core near bum, ver- 11. And that. he was excluded 


| from the PublickWorlhip alfoſeems. plain from Pſal.xtii. 
confirmed 


Or. Again, This may, be. archer 
Grams at al Notion. | Jens hs alt 


Sickneſs.and Diſeaſes were laid on | for ſome 
notorious Sin , which'is plain fromthe: asking, 
Who had ſimed, the blind Man or bu Porens TRA 
and from our Saviour's it was all one for him, 
| Ts” take up his Bed and walk, and to. 

ro were forgiven Mainb. ix. 4; ber 
edule the Diſeaſe being _ f=ig r Cri [x4 
temitting the nag egg nee 


ths Oinion of chel 5 qe x 

rs. og » WC 
clude x came firlt from God's —_ ik 
thoſe who his LawgPeater xxviti. 27,2.8,35 


&c. SY from, the frequent Examples they had 


while this extracrdinary way of puwiſbing and ls 


_ eingSinnees (fiitable 40 oo hacker oro 


2 


Y "IR 
REY = 


—_— 0. Leon < -< ah war Ae Inna 
occation fi oft texcoins 


| the oy tet; 
did the work, and ſerved to the ends of Excom- 
muacaieg; they bound LIVES fo that-t 
wanted, if not comme rt brett rar , 1 
till both the Sin was p ahd the SicKnels removed | 
together: And thas roflouration, was cheir Abfolticion þ _ 
(gy and allo a WA ik th d again (r). Theſe (1) Ia maria, 


of gnicaculous.lmiting Sinners, might #*33- 
welloccaſion the Kldeny aſs of Exommuntcatcs Gs 


Pay of iegens ©- its. | 

Me pp. LA Evils and Iriptetics wi 

"4; n "PP- chargeable Sacrifices, Offer 

Vide Phil.de vi- 1ed Þy the Prieſt to God and the Congregation 

ra Moſs, Che Crimes were great, or done 

Joſeph. Antiq. xvii. 12, they were to be 'with "death, 

ry on cale-of Murther , Exod. xxi. 14- 
7 4; and Men-ſtealing, wer. 15, 16; 1 


ceſſarium eis 


dyed. il had no-reſcued kim ( &-. 
Do that before- the Malefater WaS.(z) 1 Sam. wi, 
denounced 


force For their Law for Penalties was 
ted $0 6 Carnal People, and ab were equally ol 


C them (x)...Sa Fezabek(s) Kal dra 
Gofeg Woman( 5): - eden ag 


Po ANek Oo fag 


) 


to make FY 
yenter ry of Rxcorhndilhication; and and nearer 
Form of the Chriſtian Church, as we ſhall now 
ſlid: There was ((aith'Grothms) # greater nectſfity of 1has 
Rite after the People became true, and with their Birber- 
23 boff the Power 'of Civil Fadicaruves;* for Natural” Rea-" 
fon compelled rhem to' bave recourſe unto "rhoſe" Methods 'of 
Cvercion, which they could uſe without uſurging on vhe $u- + 
pream Powers (b). So that though it be not true (which-(5) Item in - 
yr Setden a affirms) that there were no Inſtances of this Luc. vi-22. 
w von rated] , Uzziab, and Bex- | 
jamnin'there were ſome ExatnplesY yer there! were- ins | 
ted far more Inftintes afterwards: For Exrethe Pricft, / 
oa the Return from. the Captivity, doth denounce an 
all char ſhould not appear 


Taber 
hy be 7 > hari 
wy Rvorre be pra R—_ —y | 
bro we lee the Comp. 2" xetor «- 


hach Keprirhefyyr on 

ed (co), *which-15 the —_— 
"AvKorer Hine), he ſhall be made naque efus ſa 
EE cut off- from the Communion of the 9 <7? ag 


Kantur. 


© Fo ex interp, 
Gelen-pag.25. 


'tos/ .acecint/as/' Heathens'ar Gel 
D Pub. 


Ka Rabbi Benjamin Ben Moſes 
Crimes, for which in the time of \2. 
could be. execured on them, oe nh ore 
tolrve better ; bus gf the of 
age them-t0.do this, __ 


are ther 
abs 
Seld. 


27 Fri the Keen Es 


into the nurnber of thoſe 
to him Sachs wage 


e Ju from p 

7. a 9k Ns caſt * Kt name as evil for 
the Son of Mans ſake, Luke vi. 44 hich is; a plain de- 
ſcription of Excommunicati For . this; Separation, is 
plainly Niddi(f),che,lefler, x of Excommunpication,by (f) Niadui, + 
which | chey excluded the Offenders from. an | Roms, the remotio ab ali. 
'verſe with them, ls eicher in Civil or the wm congreſs 
Perſon thus ſeparated being not to come within Fon ow pol 
Paces of any i Jeweirher in any Religious or Com- | pabaryy gh 
mon place, as Buxtorfins doth inform, us ;, So. that theſe guaruer poſer. 


were not quite excluded From, the 'Fa ple ,_ but only Intir. cp. Hete. 
is 


made to come inat a ecular. Pag-55> 
to worſhip at a di | ated, che re of 
the Jews, which Gate was called the Gate of Adaurners 
(aid to be built by Solomen;) and rhis I poſs was che 


reaſon wh the Fong Publican J0v9. ana led 


be yn” Saha pp 

ſhi hip Havdog arding of r of, xvii. Es 
js Kol deſcribed x Bederibed oy N98 R. pow in the 

two 0s Ges one for, the Ron Ph pt 


dap oth EE | 
, 0 4 
is li were not _— they pee 


be Riddut fond faid unto bits, He thit dwels in 
D 2 this 


(z) R.Juda, libe # 
Muſar, fol.9 5+ *? 
col.1, 


: urch door, and how they there 
d the Prayers of the DB who werk nearand 
PPE to retinii"to'the place'6F 8! Eaks, Dt. 
inks - ts Fewer them, und taſting. . 
"out theirs wot at evil,” is 2 of Cherem,the wed 
'er kind of Excommunicatior, Theta they "did 
| claim the Perſon xn and- devoted him a Rk 
Az Kd deb Kay ante Tom} 
'deſp Ty wicked Man. ſevere ſort of wore] 
1, Grotius thiirtks was not uſed rowards the Chriftians, 
be ſome time after our Saviour's Refarre&ion : So that 
= Ara an need not wonder why Chriſt and 
4 « 109d in the Jewiſh Temple and Syna- 
when wagon: o_w them Cloniniicated” : For 
we haye.noEy thar they were actually under. 
his Ccnſire; white mention is made of their coming 
to the Tempte, ror is it likely they would have loſt the 
ox of doing good to ſo many as met in thoſe. 
1. tuch' unjuſt Sentence, if it had been exe- 
cuted on tha * by © malicious" Men, fince they had an 
expreſs Commiſion from Heaven to Convert the Jews; 
and.in order'to that, it was neceffary they ſhould meet. 
in the Publick aq enewcyr ay) er ca,though the Jewiſh Rulers 
cthreatned them never fo ſeverely, pb” is plain they omit- 
red/not theit And laſtly, if it were only Niddui, 
'-or t Sepa atic "which was inflicted on them,it ſeems 
they 1 to the-' Religious -Aſſemblies notwirh- 
fta that” nce: "though Druſtzs thinks that 
Niddui only-excltded from the Synagogue,and not from 
(4)Druly Prz- the Tem and its Seryice (b). Bur in this Caſe of our 
terit. lib. 4. n S#pjour LIM Apoſtles, T. rather think that the Jewiſh 
Johan: iz.22, oy "nb" content with fo gentle a"Penalty as 
his Seporaonſo the Leaders of this new 'S and 
rather tought to ſupprebs them'by Impriſonmen Ourg- 
"> hg, 


n 0 
2 


As hed Hani 


prime notion of. a Synagogue is a place ſer apart prin- 
cipally. for As of Religion; and becauſe there was. 
but One Temple in all F#de« for the moſt Solemn Wor- 

ſhip, to which | 

times in the year, as well wichin the Borders. of Cangar- 
as without; it was very neceſlary, for thoſe in the remo- 
ter parts ot Canaen,, and eſpecially for thoſe of the di- 
{perſign ta.have ſome. platcs appropriate to Rzligion 
tar chews. ordinary. Duties. at lefs.. Solemn Times: Such . 
were thoſe Schools of the. Prophers in-the Old Teſta- 
ment, 1 Sam. x.5. and Chap. xix. 23. And thole called - 
Synagogues 'in,the New , which in our Saviour's time + 
were undoubtedly Schools for Learning the Law , and. 
Houſes of Prayer or-Proſeuchs's ; Hznce that of our Sa- 
viour, who notes that the. Phariſces loved ro-ffand praying 
in the Synagepues, Matth. vi. 5. and there alſo. the 24-1 
was ein » as is clear from many places of the 
New Teſtament, Mazth. iv. 23. Luke iv. 16. At xiii.15, 
elpecially every Sabbath Day , A: xv. 21. Wheretore 
Phi call theſe Sy es The Howſes of Prayer in every 


nag 
Cityi( 5 ), and fairh, They, were Schools of Wiſdom . and (;\ co 
Fortyude, of Modeſty and Righteouſneſs, of Piety, Y _ Holi xeus megadry- 
re 


neſs, and of all Vertue. Nor is any thing more 


quene Tiete* Philo 


in the Taimud, ang} thoſe that expound it , than to men- legatad Ca- 
tian Prayers made.in the Synagogues (z ); So Maimai-() Goin pa. _ 


- 


des tells us, Whereever there are. "ſen, of 1 


asl live t ther » Beracoth. fol-2. 


there they muſt build a Houſe of Prayer 20 meet. in at the hours col. 1. 


or. Prager, and this Houſe js called  $ (?).”. Andhe (/) Maimon. 
os it 15 forbidden for 4/4 to paſi } ed ARR at the Tphil.cap. its 
: ours 
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(m) Idem ibid. bowrs of Proyer (#9). And again, Lit tutry mango Mant- 
caps. - ng ph. Konding o rhe Tfnagages and" if any Man "who 
bath a Synagogue in his City, prays not in it With thi'Congre- 
(*) Maim. Te- £ation,be i581 evil Neighbour (»). And abqutour Saviour's 
phil. cap.8. Er time we are to'd there were 480in Feruſalem”; yea unto 
Beb. Bcrac-fol. this day the Jews have Synagogues for Prayer and Reli- 
e's gious Worſhip in'all Cities where they aretolerated;for 
Jof theſe Buxtorf faith, They have yi; on or Schools; 
(o) Synagega: ſo they call their Churches (o) where they always meet (faith 
aut Scholas (its he) at the appointed hours of Prayer , and there they per- 
nimirum Vecent toro their Prayers actording to the direttions of their Books 
Temp, i2fe- (p). Which conftane uſe of the Jews in calling the Pla- 
- Buxt.Synag.c.5. CES for their-Religious Afﬀſemblies Synagogues , gave -0c- 
(2) Idem ibid. Cafiont to Chriſtians alſo to call urches by the 
very ſame name ; ſo S. Fames ſpeaks of one coming in- 
(4) James ii. 2. to the Chriſtian Synagogue,(q) ; and ſome of the Anci- 
Tes oweys- ents fay the Holy Churches are called Synagogues All 
266 _ _—_ which pon reg _ urns main end of Syna- 
Has. Theoph, 898105 Was rayer r Religious Meetings: 
: enrtbrecy yet we confeſs that be once the Nation was brought 
. under the Romans, fo that the Jews had no Prince of 
their own, nor no great Coercive Power : Then ; and 
not before, it appears they had a Seffion of three emi- 
nent Men in.every Synagogue, to hear and determine 
ſuch Cauſes as were left to them, and were not fit to be 
- complained of to the Reman Governour, and becauſe for 
- more privacy they ſometimes executed the Sentence as 
far as Scourging the Malefa&or in their Synagogues , 
Sled che dyzagoguesrs be places for adrinifiring Civ 
cied the Syna to or adminiftri ivi 
_ Juſtice: {cs Mr. $elden would infer hs Civil 
Magiſtrates Power in Excommunication , and that this 
holy Iaterdi& it ſelf was chiefly, = onlya Civil Pu- 
niſhment, and a ___ keep them Company in the 
Afﬀairs of common Lite ; but all —_— ced Men 
_ grant,. That mo eey _ urn gee 
the Synagogue, necellirily a ation frotn all 
Agts 5-4 4 the Synagogue, that is, Firſt and chiefly 
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ing Horne, they' wrſe bim harſhal ds, 


" Tryph. p. 323, a 
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© = cationfometimes uſed arhong'the Jews, called Schams. 


 matha , which was afolemn deli 2 defpctate 
Auth.Collat.ix- incurable Criminal the Divine "YE 1pekhce 54 


bhick Torches and found- 


wt or bath done fuch a 
thing : and all the Chiltlren anll the People a Amen; 
Leo Moden." Hiſtory *of the preſent Fews j Chay. 3-yag. 70. 


Which laſt Paſſage minds -me of the ſecond degree of 
as renee when oe 


Cherem, which was not only'a 


ſeparating the: Perfon from” Religious .and Civil Com- 


merce, -but declaringhhim Accurſed; yea, they did 'aRtu- 
ally Curſe him ,*and wiſh dreadfal Evik might befafl 
him : Which kind of Anathermz the Jews in their Syna- 
gogues uttered againſt Chriſt and all Chriſtians, as F#- 


4») Juſt. Mart. /fim Martyr at large relates in divers places (2 ) ;, yea.,. 


iphanins faith that the Fews in their Syna , (wice 
0 , at Noon and@at Evening, did Cark ard Ana. 
_ _ hr got Aying, 0 RR theſe = 
zarites (x). And the Ii athemg's they pronounced ' 
-agai A thoſe who read their Law in 'the- Greek 

ce, eil-Fuftinian” did forbid this by -a particular 

itution yet extant in the Books of "the *Civil Law 
1).* To this may be added a third ſort of Excommuni- 
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and j 
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ſometimes did ſize on the a and 


146 P3829 of this the'name it ſelf gives Us" iritimation, which ſome 
- expound 1b; Mors, There is Death : Others, The Name 
-cometh, that is, God cometh ; Fehovah ( whoſe "Name is 

net tobe-pri «d, eſpec 
cometh) ro 1 


in'z Form of Curfing ) 
aky venguanice, which S: Paul us. inthe 
Sjriac form,” Maranatha; 1 Cor. xvi.22, For 'Marzs fig- 


' nifies a Lord in that Language, and thence they call our 


ſtates, and faich, nothing remains for them but #' cert ins _ 


fearful looking for of Fudgnient ; Hebr,'x. 27.  Yeaſome® 


4whith" 
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ate the wicked W of his G I ern _ when þ ; 
epi re nan hom yh ing; his Pre 


iy (ojude ver. : 
+ vide Bream 


the Jews did exerciſe this Power ; of Ex 
as a Spiritual Puniſhment upon 
the Power reſiding commonly in the Sacerdotal Col. 
MT and of later times in the Rabbi, who is the 
er of the Syna » and that ſuch as were un- -_ 
der this Cenfure were heved ro be que of chs Divins 
Favour, OTE of Human Converſation ; 
they were reſtored b zq thoſe who had fenced chm. | 
And .the general drea the Jews had ofthis Cenlure, LOT 
gether with their Averſation to-thoſe who were vader | ie, + IS 
plainly declares they did believe it was of Divine Ori- 
ginal, and was of 5 great Efficacy : Which being: the 
general Notion of the Jewiſh Nation in our Sayiour's 
time, this Opinion did make way for the recei io 
this Inſtitution, as Chriſt was to fer it up in the h 
ſtian Church, of which we-are next to treat. 


$. IV. The third ground. of Excommunication, and 
to us the principal, is, Owr bleſſed Saviour's poſitrve Infti- 
zution of it;for we have divers clear places of Holy 
Scripture : And on cho Lond Pncties che if there 
were no expreſs Precept for it, it muſt he' ſuppoſed, 
fence when the Society of the Church is once confuged. 
chip, all »boſe things muſt be ſuppoſed to be commanded, 
which that Society cannot preſerye it ſelf pure (a): (a) Gus in 
But we need not fly to that. refuge, for none can deny Lucvi 22. p, 
but that our Lord appointed his OI ED GER a: 379. 
vert a- Society out. of the -Warld , -and that he made 
them the Governours of this Society, gi SY 
. to govern it-by, and to be —_ 
their Succeflors to the end: of © World, oe yes 
29. Andinte.he - copſerred this Office on.themy wh 
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ter had irvehe name of. confeſſed Chriſt 
to be the'Son of God, Marth. xvi. 15, 16- our Lord de- 
clares that he had made good his Name of Peter (1igni- 
fying a'Reck) in la ing this 'fure Foundarion, and af- 
lures him he would build his Church upon this Rock , 
that is, this Confeflion of Faich in Chriſt the Rock of 
(5) Super hane (b). $0 that it ſhould ſtand far ever in deſpite of 
Petram forme al{ the oppenin Hell conld make- apainſt ir, wer. 18. 
(0% NS And fince { ho and durable a Houle oughe 
22+. © 6 have ſome to- Rule it, -our Lord ſhews in the 
Super hanc Con- ACXt verſe who ſhall have the Government of it, ſaying, 
feſſionir Petram. Aud I will girve thee the +4 the Tha of. Heaven , 
. NR. and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth ſhall be boond mn 
Avg; _ a Heaven ; and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth , ſtall be 
IGdor. Peleuſ. 1, Tooſed in Heaven, ver. 19. (Here the Metaphor is cont 
2, ep. 235. aued,” and the Church being compared to a-Houlſe+( its 
uſual emblem , 1 Tim. iii. 15. Epbeſ. ii. 20. ) the power 
of tuling this Houſe is fer fort giviag the Keys , 
which are given to thoſe who are chief Stewards and 
Managers of the Family : So when God would: expreſs 
his committing the Government of the Houſe of David 
to Eliakim, he faith, And the Key of the —_—y 
will 1 lay wyon bis ſhoulder, Iſai. xXii. 21, 22. our 


 KrYotuving ths Death and Hell; Rewel. i. 18. is 
to manifeſt rs Condi Gb” com Save 
from thence: And'cheſe Keys here granted, are-called 
NY om dome of Heaven, as 'well becauſe the 

and Kingdom of Grace on Earth is called by 
that Name, = mart werS> becauſe the Church is the 


4c. - Firſt 
all the Apoſtles 


hold of God by Baptiſm, and-{ſo makir 
the Kingdom 6f | a, and-to- 


a bo in Ab Nos RR od by bis Power 
will ratifie and confirm: So ot Savionr here dh Pe- 
ter, and in him the reſt of the Apoſtles, that whatever 
-, binds or looſes on Earth ſhall be bound-or looſed in 

Heaven ; that he will hold their Judicial Aas 
for good and ral {o long as they: keep to the = 
and Rules which he hath lefr then to rn by :- 


if any think the change of 'the Metaphor will, 7 | 


wh are to open and ſhut, to big 
ſomewhar harth, the Expoſition hy was. wb 
well reconcile that difference ; for he ſuppoſes the lem 


er of a Vice-Roy to be here fi (c); Cad as he can CG) naddes 
Lock up Men in Prifon,-or Releaſe them according as 7s bamad 
they deſerve, and hath che Power of the Keys commit- NED 


ced to him, to _ the Innocent from the miſchie- 9 


vous: So Ehrift re- gives his Apoſtles like hs aſs Now ar 4 wx 


in order to the well verning of his Charch ; 


al Power fuicable to the nature and ends of this: 
Society. This being therefore the plain and natural 
Senſe of the place; it "is clear that our Lord" did here 
give his Apoſtles a Commiſſiong” as welt ro exclnde no4 
torious Criminals our of his Church, i ſrwevirae gamer 
tion, as to readinit them upon their Tr 
milſing to confirm their As a olomg' as pray | 
his Rules ; and this, may well be reckoned a-proof 
Excommunicarion. is Divine” Inſticution. 1 kk 


&y rove chemſelves 
= would p! ground their unjuit clam: 
© a Unirexat 4. os whole Church” Ea 


T 


this is'no Tem rcive Power , as' many ; ly or I 
ES. n of the New Teſtament do declare, buta'S ; folt. in loc. 
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Petro data Vi- 


ſtles, which here he {ems only. to give tos. Peter, Marth. . 


deatur & Domi- XViil, 18, Fobn xx. 21,22. Yet this falſe Gloſs of the. 


n tamen & ' Romaniſts, with the wild and extravagant Inferences 
_ __ deduced from thence, hath pur, ſome Lea 

non iam in ©, 
payFaion is any Power gratited to the. Apoſtles here. more._ than. 
TS cu the Power of bf Door or Teacher; and they will have. . 
Exclefie. . Ra the Key to. be only the Key of Kgowledge, Lube xi.5 2. 

Þan, Mans. and out of the Talmud they go aboutto prove that bind. 

ing elſe 


{O00 ls 
ifoot thowe bHle- 


bz.in Marth, 


dedy rned. Prote: 
Rants into the other extieam, that is, into denying there 


ing and looſing. lignify but determining 
wh aan la FiLand theſe are fzid to beycoſed; wk, 
what things are. unlawful, whichare faid to be bun (e). 
But we muſt not let the Senſe of the Fathers, and the 
Power of the .Keys to be at once wreſted out of our 
hands by this Novel fancy: For firſt, the place cannot 
bear this. Senſe, Gince. it is ridiculous to affirm that 
Chrilt.gave his Apoſtles ſuch a Power , That whatever 
they declared or taught.to be unlawful on Earth, ſhould 
be unlawful in Heaven, and whatever they taught was 
lawful, God would make that lawful; this were to give 
them a power which God himfclf never did aſſume, w:z. 
hangs the eternal and unalterable Rules of Good 
and Eyil-: And bgſides,in the parallel place where theſe 
"words are repeated by Chriſt, Mazth.xviii. 18. they are 


y 
A to Offenders refuſing to Repent ' upon - the 
F, cole ror in > Enna the ob 
avoided as Heathens and. Publicans by private Chriſti- 
ans; and if they-value not this, as being an A& only of 


their Equals, iſt ſuppoſes his A will then bind 
them 
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qe, to or An Chap. - nh welook back 
be meant of nothing but of EccleGaſtical Dikipline : 
For in this xviiith Chapter, Our Lord firſt -ouute} yr 
vent the doing Injuries and Offences to- the of 
his Diſciples, ver.'t, tO ver. 1.4. | But in caſe 
Injuries be done, - of any Scandal or Offence 

teaches the offended Perſort what method” ro- rake, wit; 
Firſt privately to ' admoniſh che Offender , ver. 25; If- 


! be Joofed SD Heawen; the very ſame "ra 


' that prevail not, the grieved party muſt rebuke him be- 
fore witneks, ver. 16. Andif this allo prove unſucceſs- 
' ful, and the- Offender remain obſtinate, then he muſt 


complain to the Ch which is ſippoſed 'to rebuke, - 


_ 'andif need-be,' to re the Rubborn Criminal;'and 
' if he do not brar the Church (that is, ſubmirc' to its Sen- 


efteeny him as a Pagan, -and one who never "yet was 


admitted ; or a Pablican, who for- living in 
p vis caſt nr,und with fich Man, the rebofe found 


——_— 
For fc be Ferily Ifay wnto puuwhmrſoever ye ney = 


open Sms 
he | 


ntance, becauſe he may think this Sentence inflicted 
by this Chnech - is baran Linmea A&-', and pronounced 
ity; and chough it be-pro 

it be-eonfirmed m t_ 


virtually and-effetually, ver. 20. Now here 
no room for-evaſion ; yet thoſe who love to find knots. 


et 
Lok, /thk ondet irvoldor is . To which Grotizs re- 
plys, That Chriftion Tribunals do not take away the power 
of udging fromthe Church becauſe the Civil Laws do only pu- 
ſh the groſſer Crimes, and ſuch as are moſt contrary to Covil 
Societies, but there are —_—— againſt Charity, Meekne 
and Patience,not forbid by the Civil Lawn, but enly ty Chris 
Laws;by which the Charch judgeth; ſo that ine and 
hs Succeſſors did well to leave tha power of Fadging”"t0-rbs 
Church, and toconfirm it by their Laws,as may be ſeen in the | 
As of the Councils, and in the Code (5). To: which I (5) Go com: 
ſhall add, That Chrift aere _ not only of Injuries, in Luc.vi.z2. 
bur of all kinds of Sins which' are called Scandals or Of | 
fences, becauſe they may be an occafion-of our Brethrens 
alas into Apoſtacy or evil-Practifes if chele go unpu- 
; and many Sins muſt be unpuniſhed, if none be 
taken notice of, but thoſe which the Civil Laws fof- 
bid (4), _ peo - ed Treſpaſles are uſed an iv.is, 
3): So-that many evil things which are ! Cor-vilLao,. 
Penal ard fed weak Chriſtians , 'aro' ſtill to be 7 Exdvdka, 
puniſhed by the Ghurct;- and fince-the ends of - Church pygrt2ttt 


Cenfſures ars to bring the' Offender to wo Zupnlvy oe: 
clear the Church from the blot contraRtet by this Crime, #f- So allo 1 
and to warty others not to follow Aoill an'Exampte; and &: vile, 


che natury- of thens iy more genets ats more 


6.” ad wo OT wiſe. © OY WA» 
——A———_——— —_—_— — 
-0ne Ti The Learned. Mr. Seldew ſeeks 


_— —_ 


thoſe words, Telltbe Charch,awhich he 
ometimes axpounds -of the Jewiſh- Magiſtrates in -the 
Cr nw rat torn «oy » Me- 
nifeſtly-deſigning to take this Power ut of the Biſhops 
hands -- But for: his fitft Notion, how :improbable is it 
that Chriſt ſhould allow his Diſciples (who were not to 
fue-for their very Cloaks, 4artb.v. 42.) to go-to their 
mortal Foes the -unbelieving Jews to-complain of In- 
juries; and according to Mr. Selden's Notion of a Syna- 
gogue for a Court-ot Juſtice, they were more like to be 
1c -or ' receive new injuries, than' to get-right 
there ; and Chriſt woultt rather have f{aid, Tell it to 
the Synagogue, than tell che Church : But an calie Prolep- 
ſis will ſolve this ſeeming difficulty ; for it was uſual 
_ with our Lord (whole words were to be writ for after. 
bong oeing> artyaye Arp err yo mg 
to. 111.5. and to LFL. 
lo we may reaſonably beliove he gave this Rule with re- 
to thoſe Aſſemblies .of Chriſtians which he fore- 
w would ſoon after grow into a diſtin& Society, and 
be ruled by his Apoſtles and their Succefſors, co whom 
theſe Complaints your RR be made: For I __ 
venture to-prefer 'S. C 's. ion before 

which Mr. "+ nag Rebellions Democracy ;_ 
and that holy Father tells us expreſly,that by the Church - 

OY 3 «x- here, is meant rhe —_— _ of the Church (1), _ 

ky 7 Theophila# agrees with: . St, Auguiime expreily 

wis Ted” firms, That i i the Governowrs of 31he Church which have 
in Matth Tom, 72ceiwed tins :power from Chrift gm: this place of St.Matthew 
TV. p.3*5. xviii.17,48:(»). And common |S confirms this 


(2) Aug. Saviour puts it paſt 


— 


Succeſſors : But they did this in and befo1 
bly, for greater Solemniry,and becauſe 
to know and avoid theſe Offenders ; as alſo 


thoritative part, is a very weak Conſequence, and con- 
futed both by Scripture and Antiquity, as we ſhall fre 


on. ,. but be bound in Heaven alſo, and excluded . 
from:rhence if they do not ſubmit and-repenc, Thirdly, 
theſe two places being deny gonweits of a future Privi- 

ledge, we may read the ing of them, when Chriſt 

ordained the Apoſtles for Governours of his Church af- 
ter his R jon; for he. ſent them with Auchoricy 


gives them the Holy G 
ing on them, wer. 22. 


lan obftinare in his evil 
"that's, declare him. 


"ards-do 5 G& Rate —— 
them: And Aince Chrtift-gave his Apoſtles and'itheir 


" thorirty, and-bring the Churchby:Anarchy'ictta:Confu- 
; froth.” "Dis eee, thole cdngrdanex-Ogrs every Prieſt 
in his/Ordination, atid the: Power is committed” to him 
fo far as tnay enable him to ſervethe neceflicies of ſingle 
Perſons wheſe faults are made known to himby-: private 
complaint or voluntary confeſſion: Bur for ordetsifake, 
- where'the Offence'is publick, and the 'Seandal evident, 
''there the Biſhop/only exerciſes this Power of -remitting 
- and retaining ; andit is this latter Power which only 
” concernsExcommunication, and which was given origi- 
'nally ro the Ap 'Governoursof the Church: And 
white there;are/4 5s and Ottenders inthe Church (as 
"there will be to the Worlds end)this Powermuſtremain 
*i1the Church 'Governours for the -pteſervarion- of this 
holy Sociery,. which as Jeſus did found, { he-harh (we 
. - fee) taken care to enduc thoſe the fer over it with fuch - 
Kind: of Coercive Poweras is necellary for. the.good or- 
-dering thereof.: IT%h.x CAREC [27 -2F T4 
Ae f - CHAP. 
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.and had Officers of their own, and Aﬀemblics l 
Ly , 
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a the Praflice f Exconmunie. 
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A lnce our Heſſe Srenh this, , ina hour 

'words as cou ja given poſtles 

"this Power of 'Exclu Offenders our of 

Þ baht er tg Frorng ich they , were to 

tary | rule, abt nt one ens to exercic” 

mae Divine Right, and therefore 't-muſt 

As Ls api, c—_— 
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os oman Em Co Fei, ch 'allowed-rhe -_ 
i barre thetr's Rites oy "ao \chough 


db Rereg our ene ſome: +; ent ern ” 


"were by the'Gentile Winer groy mi mifl- 
Re for a Seat of the fame Religion many years after 
Sn Rfurrein (9, a0 within Ten years after 


ET 


rve the ome, Pra 
nial Law , 80 thar the Chriſtians wete adiſtin&Sociery; 


rk} ehrreaten ? and were tot — «- *—— 
comfthtihicited an Baron. An- 
Chap. ix. 2: and; the 'Sy 4 ear ©. ef An. 
that 'the'Gentile* Cs Ny nor 


co themfelyes ; andrtefe efz Officers did en 
&ion over thetr,at ly, declated they fleri 
Power, not from't Foo, 'but from hee Fogat Cor. 

I Cor:y.4.So that It is Videos toafſerr, Tharthe Tl of 
Apoſt | Wer heron i ahrtonny nm vr 


is it Re my oro 
ſures, Ant til OE ni fom 


ge urch 
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pr 


e them no right to {706 a ca 
up on Siliogr to abrogate the whole Worſhip and Cere 
monies peculiar to the Jews; and though thay ih 
gp them a liberty (from Secular Comps) Exe 


are meer mckev pvpr nn the Cad 
| evidence Danps Hrs orqurngny ns 6] 
only from our Saviour's Inſticutiag., bur the Apoſtoli 


practice therean, to which we ſhall now 

ceed. A Snopes work was to bring TN 
verts into the endpet et whenneed requiredghey 
alſo exerciſed that other Po 


wer of Caſting notorious 
Offenders out of it.. S. Peter, to whom Chrilt: dire&ed 
his ſeri of this Authority , was. the firſt who. 
exe it ; and the firſt oo} whuch he retained wasthe. 
Sacriledge of Hnanias and. S % which . was joyned. 
with a hope todeceiye the Ghoſt which dwaltin 
the. ſed Apotte, and chat our Lord m ight make his 


| Coed the Conte - for drmicrand By Wife were. 
fruck with ſudden death; and the effet of was ,. 
That great ear came upon all the Church, Ads-v."11. And 
a grate given no. Secular Power to his Apo- 
rext Example did. make the Chriſtians reve- 

fear the juſt Reproofs of thoſe. 


rencthe Perſons an "The next Inftance was that of - 


Simon Magzs, who had pretended to believe and. was 
baptized, A: viii. 9+ Þ pn Nos he: had diſſembled 
with God and Men, Vil ht 

of che] Power of Miracle, wi w Hrs 
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Fewer Geally unde anc Pho te Tt 


him fromthe Church, he declares wer. 21. Thow beſt nej-. 
ah pore ate 2 Fs which ar9 hp wry 
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this very Phrale, ay wnto them, Te have no part 

in the « Lord ”) © like form of Speech , the-(?) Joſh. xii.5; 
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(») Deur. xix. *was to judge them , and- its Members were to avoid 


19. & wii. 21; chef, 'then"Excommunication was led ( as'it 'is 
(+) Origen in 0, inthe main) even in the Apoſtles days, and their 
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Publicans or Sinaers- (5.e. Gentiles ) ſo the Faithful were 
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nor.20 eat,.1 Cor.. 11. that is, not tocat a.common-Meal 
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with theſe, who were an abomination to: them, Geneſ 
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4 minori ad majus, that it a Chriſtian might not eat an : 
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tain ſteps reſtored to the Communion of the Church. 
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more his” As bs. : king Pre: ) 

planus judging of” 2  marng Dimmer. 
Fade of God-, and of C "ſaith to bis” Apoſtles, 
| and ſo to all Biſhops that ſucceed them in 'that Office, He 
(a) Te judicem chat  beareth you beareth me (a). And- where the faith, 
Dei conſtiruss,, yg, Man can bawve God for bu Father , "who "bath not 
& Chrifti qi the Church for bis Mother ; an if any could eſcape out of 
o_—— Noahs Ark , they they may eſcape 2who (are out of the 
dnmes Prepefires Church (b). But theſe are ſufficient to fhew rhat S. C- 
gui Apeſtelis - prian ' believed the Biſhops were 'the Succel- | 
———iariz0reins- ſors, and Chiltſts 'Vice- , and had their power 
Sin BE xpit. from him 'to Cenfure the diſorderly ,, who by thar 
I Sentence were put out of the Church, in which a- 
(6; Cypr.lib. de lone Salvation "could be had. About the year 270 
tunplic. Prelat. chat numerous Council of Biſhops and Clergy al- 
fembled 'at Antioch, and de Paulus $amoſatenus 
(:)Tis 9nd a wrap) Frags rick of that Ci gan Hotety 4% _— - 
by ag20a7- ther hei imes ; yea , prive the 

F-f baxAnoies Communion of the while Catbilick Church under 


«manyorloa” (c\, and he would not yield tip his 
e9.23.pag. onto that Succeſſor which the Council had placed in 
nec P'S" his ſtead, they intreated Aureliav , who. was then 


(>) 1demibid. Emperor , to compel him thereunto, who decreed the 
1s Poſtſfior ſhould be granted to him whom the Biſhops . 
(-) "Tw&6+. had choſen (4); for be ( though anldolater.)rboughe 
ker afje- it, juſt , that be who would not hey the Sentence of thoſe 
inrle yiog of bis cwn Faith , ſhould be deprived of having any part 
ms inelyey &- with them (ce); Where evade lignifies a Dividend., or 
mublier Share of the Profits of the Church. So thac Mr: &«/- 
Herer ab.8, * dew might have ſpared that note O. That this look- 
(f) Seld.Synedr. ed not like an Opinion of "Divine Right , for the Bi- 
1.1.cap.1 3-pag- ſhops to deſire an Hcathen Emperor co do that which 
274- they could not effe&t : For hoy Bag firſt rejected this 
7. 91414 # Heretick according to the Power. given them 
dw 5.c, | Chriſt, and if he yer kept P 5 me of the Churc 
T” and the profirs , ir was 'no diminution” of their Spar 
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Excommunicated bimfelf (3) :' By- that *Exxandiar 
( whatever the Jewi were. me Po lf oehang Te. Can. Ta dx" 

nounced all Communion with - the. Excommunicate in "1 © os - 
Religious Offices, Inthe 'reſt 'of thale Canons there riaeery. Can. 
is frequent mention - made of Bncomamuachtog UN- 29. 7s ixxAn- 
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have in Heaven, after -their deceaſe, to 


obſerves, their A on was 
after their Martyrdom :-But' thi 
. cd, ant was myptng "tho Fey Fre) Cuſt 
conclude therefore, 
rounded upon the pratice of .the 


an Emblem of great: Power - and 
che, Eaſtern Nations; ahd he quotes for this 1/ai. .22. 

i follows, Fhat;-our Lord made 
icegerents and Stewards:, and. gave 


Chriſtian Cenſures 


en this Cuſtom ceaſed in the Obri- 
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thoſe places of holy Scripture, which.theFa- 
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Kingdom of . Heaven too, if. 
ill Mr. ealily. perſwade 
plan) als pave, Caen? wh as A Hg 
is , po ; which -was not good 
Senſe. Again, 'Thatother Text, Math. xviii. 17. Tell 
the Church, he would- have. to. lagnifie , Tell it to the 
Jewiſh Confiftory ;-as 3f our Saviour would ſend his in- 
jured Diſciples to' complain to their Mortal Foes, who 
—_ inyure - doraN much Tore : And though hs 4 
a is in explaining ixzanze int olpel , 
by. the Talmudical es of later date-, and by 
Modern . Tranſlations ,- yet he will- not allow 'an ea- 
{y Prolepſisto the Fathers,who think Chriſt ſpake with 
-to the Chriſtian Church ſhortly to be inſticu- 
, and which was to continue to the end of the 
World; Nor: a Common 'Trope , by which the name 
of the Society is put for the Kayrny, Neri Inthe 
ſame verſe, So —S ve. that. Heathens and 
Publicans were not interdifted the. Jewiſh Wor- 
ſhip ; now by Heathens ,' is not meant Proſelytes, but 
Idolaters , the -Proſelytes being called by a gentler 
 .Name : And theſe Idolatrous Heathens were denied 
acce(s to:all parts of the Temple which. were account- 
ed: Holy ,;-as we ſhewed betore;' and the- pious Jews 
would neither eat nor; willingly--converſe, with them 
-nor -Publicans, often blaming our - Saviour for doing 
this, though only in order to their Conyerſion-: So 
that our Lord means that they muſt have no Con- 
verſation with: thoſe who would not repenc q oor the 
Churches Admonition. So for binding and looſing , 
Marth. xviii. 18. (which the Ancients make one main 
d of Excommunication.) he forgets Chrilts own 
tion of it , by. remitting and retaining Sins, and 
runs-'out \into- the ph \Rabinical. Nation of Permi:- 
fig and probibiting-as \4 Teacher, which canhot be ap- 
plied-rouhis:place of S:. Martbew., where Chriſt 'is 
not ſpeaking of his Apoltles determining in the Schools, 
| or 


them. outof the Church on Earth, yea, © 
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may be ſign ned _ | 
” For Fancy-thar xcammanica- 
on depended 'on | Stfeats Patsamong the Chriſtians ; 
it is not A be-1 = ned that andere and Aduke-- 
rers , perjured —_—_— Apoſtates , would have. 
{crupled break parts , or have terri- 
| fied Nd reaking rh by an Excommunication., - ithad. 
only relied on their own iſe to. I'grant 
indeed , the Chriftians did- vow -in an 
the Eucharift , to- obſerve Chrifs Ponds = mph 
fabmic to his Injundtions, among - which doubtleſs = 
reckoned this "ſo much reverenced 
which they.-were ſubje&-, for thar x 
to 'be exerciſed i in Chrifts. Name , and : 
- his Authoricy:: We conchide therefore, 'T 
den hath gained nothing by "this prolix Excurſion, 
but only to convince us that he withed Excommuni- 
cation were not of Divine Right”, choughhe be nat . 
able to prove.it; And ne- we ars- much. 12- 
. fer in believing with thoſe Holy Prime Biſhops, . 
who mighe Ne he mind fiſt ,:and- the 
tice of the ' Apoſtles much better chan our | . 
Cricicks, and who are more likely to "tell us-the. 
Truth , than thoſe who eſpouſe a- Party, .and ſerve 
undefervedly | 


Ends of . Revenge ,. ihr Centarcs noe” | 
laid upon therh. - L odd Dd 


s, INT. Ournext Enquiry weo pradiice , Whether - 
this Rite of Excommunication was uſed and believed . 
of Divihe Right after the Empire :became Chriſtian : . 
And this we muft do the- more largely--to —_— 


Ecror of Eraf#s (cſpouſed alſo by. Mr. $elden) who 
remge 


. og is RO. _— 
to conſult th e Re- 


of the is ho 
and into the praice of Gate. Agpe wHres pare bor pots 
we cannot bring in all <K 


Diſcourſe upon pon ons fingl pine) Yet we will remark 
i modern .and ill 
Conceit. And firſt, bers i & mo cortain 


That if any Litigants deſired 10 ay O. WT 
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Prnms (:). And if we confider the complaints of 


Civil Magiſtrate and his Officers. Mr. Selden indeed 
produces another Law (as if it were a Repeal of this.) 


in the time of Valens, Gratien, and Valentinian, Arn. 376. 
-- above 60. years after. . But that Law arm owl 4 
only Criminal ARions from the. | | 
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;. 1. 1.cap- Biſhops in that Age, who were burthened'with 


10, P- 137. 


Civil Cauſes, or Took upon. thoſe Laws of © Arcadins 


(7) Cot. Jatia, and Honorius (3), and'of Honorins and' Theoddfive, which 


ItÞ. 1, Tit. 4. | 
de Epiſt. Aud, and” declate their Sentence to” be ' 


allow Men to chuſe Biſhops for parng fh.gs oo NS: 
and Valid, We 


L. 7. 4. 398. ſhalleafily perceive that Conftantines Law was never re- 


& L. gs. An, 
apt. 


») Idem wG 


P- 14+ Þ 
2i's, 


ed,nor this praice difuſed. But this doth not at all 
elong to Excommunication, which Power the Biſhops 
exerciſed by the virtue of Chriſts Commiſſion 'in' caſes 
of Hereſy and Scandal, and that not by conſent of the 
Parties,asthey did this Power o: deciſion of Civil Cauſes. 
So that Mr.- Selde» ought not ro make Excommunica- 
tiondepcnd. on theſe grameFor the Emperors Authority 
did :not precede, but follow the Biſhops AR: in Ex- 


communication ; f6 that if the ' perfon Cenſared pro- 
ved obftinate or troubleſome, he was. Baniſhed or Im- 
priſoned by the Imperial Power. As we ſee in the 
Caſe of the Arians, who were Excommunicated by ' 
the firſt General Council of Nice ; and the Emperor 
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which is geſcribed in the Canonlca Epifis of Gree 

Thaumatuigus , S. Boſil , and | f tho Primi- 
five © Biſhops : By which we ſee | 

Excommunicated by the Biſhops for Fornication, 


firſt 
Adultery., Murder , Perjury 
Crimes (x) , - were by. varions ieps ; and, Degrees Al> 7.1 via. Leo- 


game Ae peace of the ; Charcds 0d. the nem Allatium 
cion oly Offices though begin de Narthece | 
pa be ſenſible "of their Gin: For mate four Yet Ec. 


Orders of theſe Penitents. Firſt, The purer who $15. p. 94- 
ſtood without the Church , onto he by Sins in  S. 
I Pacha, who were kneeling down Pnefts aridiCondl:Nicen. | 


, whe ho went in, and b Prayers for Tom. 2. p- 72+ 
ch "ths err 


X Ede 
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(s) \Cenducibils Bi 
enner nil a9 : 
oemnes Santtos 
conſacerdotes, 


eb 4 1 
EEE: the yk Perſon in. his 


oenmnes Primi- 
an; Communi- 
em— 
diligenti curd 
horne ant. 
Avg; Conc. 2. 
in Pfal. 36. 
Vide tem 


Epilt. 362, 


[S"&-.> - 7C | 
os he en Dh R To Res Grace,.and- eg, ; 
-ON hy ground, rae on ho Church. be? meth 50 
ory 8 time. __ ye 0 fog 8 ke this a pron 2 
, » who x55 Jo raw a f 5 ms 'Ex. 
chat Chriſtian Excor tons ,Were derived — wr Io okde | 
che. Fes, tranſlates the-. words: [day 7s vijy dpEdjus. duets. , 
906; 1) Keglhabels by 75 "0, que . 6 lege Fre originem , #cewrVlel; bÞ 
et in gratis obrinujs (b),- contrary to the plain, Senſe 7? X4em-Greg, 
of whe phraſes, and the meaning , of that , Father ; pra Orat. 
h'not fog. i bag its..O from the Law, (4) $14 Syted:. 
and Being wade Golpel, but only'that.it began L 1. cap. 10, 
Api Erol red one 5 555 "oil g 
oſe. ived not wits An. 380 
Goel. ſpeaking of the Power of ablolving Kong 
. ſaith; Chriſt gronted this to bis Apoſtles, which from the 
Aj 37 is $36 {mitted to. che. Epiſcopel. Office, (c). And( c) Ambroſ. de 
The Fudan which wens into "fer C 4 4s be that P&2itl. 2. cap, 
ated from the , Altar, ule b be is. removed from * -Tom. 4. p. 
Hierafalen that is in Hee om being  & Fellows *** 
Ciizen with the Saints, and of the Hold WOE, God (4). (4) tbid.Cs 
pain he notes , Ther it. 5. the paxg, of .'@ goed Zr "top WG rk, 
laboicr to hiat the weak, andzo | ter any ſpreed 


70 ſeopch forme, 7 er 24 46 IG ; Te 
| finals "wht eng FO f0 = ae ur anich grief greef: (e). (e) de Ofc 
ons #5 propent OPS 1.'2. cap. ON 
Office 'Yea,. to ſhew oy Jo pe ene Bower Tom. 4. p. 61, 
as" deriy; well known tha 
win ram e Cope. 
wt, "Thas: ef, the | 


6:2 what was proper 
(f) 3A\n eng; what was the O | 
me wir rs words' "of Theodoret , and fhew, 


757 bamae! Princes Office , but only of the Prieſts , and that by © 
ret.Ridor. lib.g. Authority given them from God ; whence the ſame 
Cap. 1 7-Pag- Hiſtorian faith, That the Emperor a while after la- | 
r5s. mented”, ' becau/e be "was not. only excluded from the 
; Charch , but from” Heaven it ſelf , ſince Chriſt bad decla- 
- red, What they brund on Earth ſhould be beund im Heaven 
(e)Idem ibidem. (2) **So' that no doubt , the Emperor who believed 
this , did thinkExcommunication was of Divine Right, 
and founded npon the fame Texr we now. alledge 
for it; Yet that none may- think” this Inſtance -fa- | 
vours the®bold Pad of laggr F opt in. Excommiunicating 
Soveraign Princes,and then Abſolving cheir Subjes from 
their Allegiance to them; We muſt obſerve that S. Am- 
broſe did then offer to ſuffer quietly if the . Empe-. - 
ror. would oppoſe his Sentence”; nor did. he. pretend * 
either to uſe force againſt him, of allow any to do * 
ſo: Bur went fn a' way of perſwaſion, and advifed- . 
him to ſubmit to this ,” which was only a: Spiritual 
Penalty for his Souls health; * And he was only un- 
der the leaſt kind of -Excommunication , and barely: 
- ſuſpended: from. receiving. the 'Sacrameat.” "So." a 
Pope Innocent dealt With Arcadizs and Eudoxia ''y the 
injuries" they had done to S; Chryſoftom , TnterdiQting 
them" in this Gentle Form , 1 the meaneſt of all, and 
a NY > fon , efrput'g Ted of S. Peter yy 
groen , are ane. J0u and' your Empreſs. from . 
G) Michad Parte | fake Immaculate Myft erits FA #74 4 Chreft 
Glycas Ancal. - (b). *This was all :  And'this is far from giving couny 
| yar-3.Anzo07. tenancy to that impious uſage of the later ag 4 
ks who 
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to}, uſe it to-quite co than Chriſt in- 

tended ir Rr aging pong me for Deftru- 

ion , and not- for Edifteation. But though this ac- 

.' curſed practice receive no advantage from theſe- In- IS 
{tances , yet' they do prove That _—_— , 

in this Age did not (as Mr. Se/dev would perſwade | 


Grants. To proceed, S. Chryſoftom flouriſhed about wh 


he hath an Oration with this Title , Concerning the un- 

fitneſs of Anathematizing the living or the dead (3) ; In 7) Chryſolt. » 
which he ſeverely inveighs- againſt the raſh uſe -of 19=5-bom. 
this dreadful Curſe, which” he thinks the Apoſtles 77 75 +35 
uſed not againſt Perfons, but Opinions :- And indeed 

in- rhe-beſt ' Ages of. the: Church, the accurling par- 

ticular Perſons was: very Tare , and this hig ſore 

of Excommunicating by Anathema's' ( ſo much uſed 

by che Roman Church ) againſt particular Men , - 

is ſeldom to 'be' met with; and accordingly it is to- 

tally diſnfed by the-Church” of England", 'as not well 


a with ' rhe Spirit of Chriftianity , Luk.ix. 55. 
nor 'with the Primitive Practice : It fufficeth us, asit 


did generally fatisfie the Ancient Chriſtians, to ex- 
clude riotorious ' Offenders from Sacred Offices and 
Afemblies;, till they repent. And againſt this fortof E. 
—— S. Chryfoft om = Sg Obj ne 7 E. 
e himſelf praRtiſcd-ir in divers - Caſes , as the Hiſtory ., 
of hs Life - ſhews , and particularly in the _ of 


(E) Baron. An- Dd mh | fray ne . Ai | 
DT I Opener MorCaltrs by The $8»Gh 
a5: well aq 4be othir Father 5 of the Age doth few 
(1) Seld.ds oxan-, and. adnie \ghe” uſe of « Excommunication (I); 
x rpane nd eh grein pe gry okay 'Con-" 
104621" capning Binding and taoſing ; xvii: '/hbat greater 
7 try 64: gaves. ito. = Chee thanth | when Hee 


. wen. it ſelf. takes-- the \beginning+ of | its -F . 
Earth ? The Pads e fits — lr » the * Maſter eter flows 


the Servant , and ket be pls che bis Lord rati- 


(m) Chryſoſt. fies above (m). Again , he ex the Leaven, which 

hom. 5-in ſelai- '$, Pay} orders the, Church of Grinth 10 our , 

Es to - be an: Advice to. Biſhops ,- who ſuffer of the 

: old Leaven to remain within , when they do not caſt out 

of. their Borders , that #s, ont \ 0 0 Church, the Conp- . 

wage gta of ome fa 2 hy 6 excluded * out 

n) Idem Tom. f - # dom" .0 (n) : I WAY; : 
+ Tang 15in the reaſon his ftri& -p A avs 

x Cor-pag-337- And elſewhere ſpeaking of: the mT and Wor- 

, ſhip uſed in his time ,. he. faith, — ang} thoſe 

: out. of the boly Place, who cold wt pariehe of the Lorts 

(o) Chryſoſtom, Table (s). ain , he threatens thoſe who gave ſcan- 

Tom.llL hom- daj to by. their exceflive: ore - 

w” thiak the Chriſtians . n 

P78-*47- lieve the RE eo that the Es | 

gainit them by Ecclehaſtical Cenſures ,; did 

ro amend _ his Admonitions ; ci 


ny me- 
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ain ito whbaks Pre 6.3 CUT as 
Caith he a lictle after _ -when a Prince-or ers: bis Of- | 
Per: 904" COMM ; ©"k0 "066; 186 OOO 


Prance” * 
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-% od it. was granted preg to the Bllbops . 
| = uſe s gr Church. 3 day! 


25th in 


more. 
do confirm tlieſs 'Truths;. but .omir+ _ 
,. We go.on to. his Contemporary S. Hieroms, 
" A agree with him in this og ion: For ſpeak. 
ny, g the Clergy oh Fray tr fy. at co the ws 
1 th, God: forbid I ak e theſe who 
ſucceed the Apoſtles, and $65; the - Body of Chrifþ 
with ther Mauths , who make w Chriſtians, Fe 
parog the , Keys of- the Rin dom of ; one in. fort 
5 he nr the ao of _ 7s And ſoonafter he 
power to Gre a" man to Satban for- 
Ki Iifraion * the he Fleſh , that the Spirit may be {a 
_ in the dey of the Lord TFeſws ( q ). Where we. (4) Hicron. ad: 
-note , That though ſame. fancy . the delivering 5 OEnERs 0. 
an proper .ta- the Apolligs tims_,,yet even. > P85 
| when the miraculous Penaliy'on the Offenders Body. 
was ceaſed , the Fathers called Exeommunicat- 
on 'by. this Name., 4s S, Hierom doth here. And fo. 
Origen before him ſaith, 4 man is delivered into the 
power of the _ Devil when bis fault is manifeſt , \and the 
Bi Ahoy drives him_ out of the C tered, that - cine obſer- 
ved by. all , he =, ' be "aſhamed and "converted , Jo that * 
at. Jongth ts be [avcd.' m__ the day of the 
Lind Jof, GS, wv np alſo here, remark , (-) Origen: * 
T thoſe places' which. >. produeetl before our ; boo. 2.40 libec- 
of Slot .to- prove the \Divine Right of Excom-J** 
Er EbaE 
herom., ring 
om 
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.._ the Cenfare did conſiſt: For hs faith ; that chi i- 
ſhop bed probibired them to enter into the Charch , and 
EEE LBS 
wed,” or t rhems* when they were dead. (1). 

Ts” he Lo art he reckons this Cenſure to be. from, 


a bis Time the Biſhops to expel out ro the Church, 

24, . pI and her wieis: 
(w) Idem Com. ſons (w). © Theſe, with many more places in this 
in Thanpy: ather , do {till confirm our Opinion of the ig 
- << 


who grew Eminent for his 
y abom the year, 410. And he in- 


cerdicts of bis on, « Conn = oo 
pre ing a Criminal 
| fxreo from the Aler, bags had ſeen 
him ; and the Count owns his amy w, and 
ſending the Man to S. Hain lx Trax 
and intreats he may not hut out of the Church , 


x) Auguſtin, nor his Oblation rejeed which he had made ( x ). 
Epiſt187, In another place he faith, It was uſual for offenders - 
"1 = the Church, ' zo. et hep | aro of 
"a. Fthe Altar by Eotleſiaſtical Diſci 4 alin, to _ 
(7) em 0s ſhew the by Enliſt univerſal, he tells as , Men 
ram lib. 11.cap. mit repent of Sins after Baptiſm , that if 8 be Ex- 


40Tem pag gene 7 they may be received again ; as they which 


be 
152. (6 ly called Penitents do in all tbe Churches (z). 
Tani Yeu be pon Trek commas of Gurl, of oe: 
o5. (s O 
(6) fa ] "That "as Phinear under the 
- Ta the ng 1o now the viſible Sword 


poeder ant is ceaſed from: the Church , we do the fame thing ; 
by: ons OT; Which in andther Pac... 


Which Idem Tra&. 
Ad pb mn chan 


Keys of tht Kin 


i Lees 


aides 7heodofitr» I0ARs f? for” 
and Crnelties' which wg His C D1 
ity of; yy F iy 


"pho. take . 
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—_— wt Dilack 
(m) An- j26. | Jhegld net, reces 


"Concil. Nicen- 
L Can. fs Bev. en 


Y F*\ 4 ce Bifhops were 


| aſſ 1 +:2.frey vary from thoſe rules 
in d left them to , through 
Partiality , this Great- Council, provides, 


F NY Ol th! Ole of 2 
receiving thoſe into'one 7 Church, who were caſt out of 


An. 347. proves) withou the Sentence of A 'Bi | 
es re; <d all” eceeding, Ci ncils (») 3. :.,W. oh eee | 
| Can-,6- An. dk pinion of 'all "Age There i 15-N0 Men-- 
peal- t6 Fo 


- on of Shy .1 Emperors. © And .though. 
Arat xn. 1 Yn Wire Chriſtian, and had the Title of "Pow: 
cil. Ellib. Can. Fifices - Max, Yet . the Councils believing this Power 
$1. Ap 367 6h in hs Biſh x a che higheſt and laſt, /Ap- 


ynod. of. the ery this. gave. 
a An, froud 7 a dined mention ore; of > Wn 
aro Can-4.. 108 "notice: to the nei honing Biſhops concerning x 
Ad. 559. Con- Tons  Excotimuni Church ; after S ich 
cil. 3. Paris. njotice they were Sher ky xcommunicate them, o-, 


Can. 7. A voy. again, or at leaſt to avoid 't m as. the Canons: 
5 70. Concil. 1. 


ba do. ſhew 0). eB: , the Popes t ves, for many 
_—_— CREE Hoke t to agree to theſe Rules 
Capitul. I. p. their ly ys did : So that Benedi# the 


* 213. inth did revoke.an ſolution granted to a certain 
(s) An- 441+ Count, without the knowledge . and. confent 'of tha. 
ArauC.Can. 11. Bifliop Gn A who h oommuniared the Taid 


; the Men who fellun-, 
a Alt oo Rady bir ob re-, 


cil, 11. Turon. de | 5 Jul \ 
Can: 8. Ive = d ſeek A luion from that Biftiop,, who beſt 
Carnor. ep+ 76+ the nature” of their: Crime. And for a further 
m4 of, thax © ho aid was $0 be expected froi the [e- 


' only from” the Colled Biſho 
"of 91 Ord The 2 


v K 


er do < a7 man out of the Church, 
__ oe. Biſ <4 and intreat bim.to imtercede . 
- for bim with that bad laid the Cenſave on, which 
_ Biſhop ought 10. be willing ts. bove this matter examined - 
b bis f Bifteps bat the perſon cenſured was to be in 
nu randy, till the matter was determined (q). Yea, (9/4 (9) An. 347. 
Cauncil of Carthage Decrees, That if any who Co" Sardic. 
were Excommunicated for thew Crimes, fled to the Court, BIT: 
or to the Civil . Fullicatares , thoſe, Bi or 'C 
who : apron them Sac be Excommunicated themſelves , 


——_ Poe Fo: (ou i but di- 
7 lirrle, to relate. a moſt remarkable inſtance of 
or s approving the Biſhops: as in evil 
| "ak fas Leong aro ox: uftinus and Mar- 
linus., two Pr je the Lyciferien Schiſm, who. 
Bo Woes che Ain 2p by their i ity Fon 
is: t intereſt in Conffon- * Fauſt. & 
tix; the Emperor had NY Violenndy Theft out Maximus this Marce). Libell. ' 
Catholick and Or:bodox Biſhop fob Naples | from TRIER: prec. p 26,27. 
got himdent into Baniſhment, Maximus PG mupoggs 
ted raggyert whom the Arriens had unj op; 2 in:his 
X and when Zofimus went into the Church to do 
erg before all the Congregation, his Tongue did 
Fwell and hang out of his mouth, ſo thar he could. noe. * 
ſpeak one word ; and when he went out of the Church, 
- he was reſtored to his ſpeech, but going in again, be fell - 
intothe fame calamity ; and. this ſo often, that 
he ved, to quir the Biſhoprick. G) DO Whes (s) An. 359; 
memorable Judgment.,, in a Caſe where- the ; logs 
Divine Right Fer o Excommunicate was deſpiſed, and ' 
the Imperial ſo oft made uſe of .as a Shield 
againlt it, th ny ſhew, that God himſelf had , 
put: this power into the Bi hands ,, and that no Ex- 5 
ternal ,Force could wreſt it Fog "them or hinder 
its. due effedts. "To proceed , the Canons - of divers 
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Councils db d&clare, That thoſe who'were Bxcommu- 


3 gainſt che and'Clergy'; ſo the ſecond: General 
| Council'at Con rY1 i e who were caſt out 
/ . of the Church or Exconmmmenicated to be admitted tv accuſe 
FEW SIONS. Biſbop."G): "Where" we \ vp 8-oy the diſtinQion be-- 
1; tween the greater and* the 


Conſtantinop. Thoſe who are caff out, being ſich-as were for ever cur 
Can: 6. off | 


| (#Y Zona tn iarated for atime (s), - a5 Zonare: expounds the' Pliraſes. 
- cy Et Le neiefor of rb admitted 'to- bear witne(s a- 


: or other Chureh to pray, whoever prays with them, eſpeci 
(3) An-341. a be .of the Clergy, - ſhall be Excommunicated Go); 
CE i ' Canon Þ renewed in the fourth Council of 


(y) An» 398. : | Cx. 
ang, On 73, Kpolites 7 : =p F | | - aq | 
g } J \F | . - } p 


Criminals from holy Offices, ined. | 
the” Emperors were Chriltians, and had'made' fecolar 
Laws.co. puniftr them ; or that they -Chrift 
- thee Aarhor of it, if he left” themno ſgch power ? = 


= 
oo 


WY PE 


. 'of Excommunication. © - "$3 ©  -- 
firſt Council ' of Toledo Ordains, That if any Lay-Men 
be Excommunicated, none of the Clergy MA | 
converſe with bim , or come at bis Hewſe ; and @ Clerk 
deprivet , ſhall be avoided by the Clergy; and f any he 
Found to algowrſe or to Eat with thew , They ſhall be alſo © 
Excommunicated , if they, Anow them to be wnier 
Cenſure (2). The fame Council Decrees , That a pro- (*) An.400. 
Salt Virgin offeading, thall nor be received into-the G='-Tals 
Church till ſhe have-done ten years' Penance , and & 
none\may: pray or cat with her till ſhe 'be admitted. | 
into «the Church (2).. * Not long after this. we. meet (-) Ibid.Canus. 
with *the accuſtomed Form of Excommunication uſed 
'in that Age, which ſhews both the Original ' and Ef- 
'f>s.of "this Sentence.; and the words are theſe , Fol- 
lowing the Canonical Sanfions , and the Examples of our 
boly. Fathers , We \Excommunicate .. . . .. by the Authori- 
15 of -Gad,, and the : of the Holy Spiris , from- 
"he "Boſom of our Holy Mother the Church , and from. the 
Conwerſation of all Chriftian; , until they + and make 
— fatitfattion ro the Church of God (6b): Which Form (6) An.441. 
'thews;, Thar they 'believed their Authority was-from Concil.: Arauſ. 
. God, and' cheir dire&ion' from the Syirit in: laying 929 Gratian. 
on this Cenſure, and rhat the presthe | 
were cut off from all Civil and Religious. Commerce. 
with other Chriſtians. And that” this 'Opinion pre- 
vailed even in” theſe remorer” parts: of the Chriffian 
'Worſd, may be ſeen ay thoſe Ancient Synods held 
.in thefe Iſlands under S. Pattick,. where it was: de- 
chared , That none who was: Excommunicated (ſhould come 
into the Church till be bad” recerved bus . Penance (c). (c) An.456.Sy 
And if-a Clergy-man-were Excomimunicate , he muſt 2%4.Parric.Can. 
Pray alohe, neither ſens to offer or Conprerdte (4). "+ RE __ 
"And" again, Hear the Lord” ſaying. If he hear t bs vr 
wit, let bim be. to thee- as a: Heathen and'a Publican ; _ do , not 23: 
Curſe the Excommunicaze , but ' repel bims from the Com- 
Ne Eee @) 'the Tn » from the Tron? and * from (0) Alter Syn, 
B (2) : Where. grounding the Cenfare upon <juCan.4. item. 
'our Saviours, words , hep Charicably Condemn al 9m 
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"A Diſcomſe 


dreadful Anathematizing ,, and allow only the Sepa- 
_ ration , Þ-ir ure: —_ oy - _ | 
to the |, Spirit ; For in this ; y conhider- 
ed the dreadful! Ededs of Excommunication , | even . 
" of the mildeſt fort, and were -not forward to pro- 
ceed that way. in light Cauſes : For it was about this 
time that Pope Leo1.--in -ofhie of his Decretal Epiſtles, 
faith, Let nat the Communion lightly be denied: to, any 
Chriſtian , neither let that Sentence be uttered by any.Prieſt 
in ge, ay} ary ar on Hlmghy, aud 
with prief, as a or the greateſt: Crimes : For 
we . f 2. ſome , who for little Offences or ſlight words 
have been deprived of the ort of the Communion ; So 
that the Soul for which Chriſts Blood was ſhed, by the 
$ 


ſo that he may take it at bis pleaſure (f). Where we - 


Epiſt.29.2d om- ſee he ſuppoles the Excommunicaze te be delivered 


Sentence , till nothing elſe would do.  Abqur the be- 
ginning of this Age lived the Author of the | Apoſtoli- 
cal - Conſtitutions , as they confeſs, who. diſpute a- 
gainſt chat pretended Antiquity whichthe Romaniſts 

attribute to this Work , and all do grant it contail 
"a frue Scheme. of the Church Diſcipline about | xs 
of the fourth Century. And in this Book we find 
divers paſſages to confirm this Opinion : As where ic 
is ordered that the Biſhop ſhall fit down when be Preaches, 
as having power "5 lge Sinners ; for to you, O Bi- 
" " ſhops ,, it #s. ſaid,, Whatever ye bind on Earth ſhall be 
md in Heaven, and whatever ye looſe on Earth ſball 
be Jooſed in Heaven (g). Again, the Biſhop. is-com- 
manded when be knows any one to have Sinned , to or- 
der him to. be turned owt of the, Church with Indignati- 
on : And when tht Deacons have turned bim_ out, they 
| are to return und beg of -the Biſhop t0 admit py 
g* 


Ow _ 


*/ 
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Repentance (b). And a littleafter it is ſaid, If they do (#) Ibid lib-2. 
amor ſepa - n Wicked Man from the Charek , thywatke =Þ: _ 
God: How s Den of Thieves (5). | Inthe next Cha or 1) ldem 


ought to remember bu DIgniay » e be | 
hath recerved power beth to bind and to looſe (k). Aﬀ- © dem libs. 
yn the Bi 4 is direed ch _ ed py 590 
according to s precept ) w 2 
if be be ſtill obdurate , then £5 to declare by Obſtina- 
cy \to the Church, and after that to account bim as a 
Heathen and « Publican , and not to admit bim into 
the Church as. @ Chriftian , but ts avoid bim as a Hea- ,, . 
" then (J). Finally, There is reckoned up the ſeveral © nb. 
ſorts of Offenders who are to be Excomminnicateds ,.. 


| ivination, fol- 
dA iſh or Gentile Superſticions; all theſe areto 


Kuc upon their RIG be received. Which evi- 
dently proves, Excommunication was then be- 
lieved to. be the Biſhops Office , and that this power 
was derived from Chriſt, and founded upon thoſe 
Words of the Goſpel which we have cited Ir 
were endle6 to cite.. all the. Councik which ' menti-, 


are Decrees for Excommunicating ſome Fenders, : 
and for Anathematizing others (»).. And this Cano- (») An.450. 


nical -puniſhment is . particularly ordered to; be infli- Con<i-Cuuleed. 


- obſtinate. durit_ nos bur ſubmit. to, them , in gan 
> the 
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A Diſcourſe 


Leon. Decret. 


Gali Aubematizing « and allow- only the Sope- 
"to che Goſgel Spirie; For in_th Age they conlider- 
to OLIpel, t; FOr1n tnis ; ' COnNLACT- 
ed the drealful! Et yp 


rimitive, and more 


Efteas of Excommunication , even . 


of the mildeſt” fort , and were -not forward to pro- 
ceed that way. in light Cauſes : For it was about this 


time that Pope Leo1.-.in -ohe of his Decretal Epiſtles, 
faith, Let mot the Communion lightly be denied; to, any 
Chriſtian , neither let that Sentence be uttered by any Prieſt 
in Anger , which ought to be laid on ilmgh, and 
with grief, as @ for the greateſt: Crames : For 
wig 1. ſome , who for little Offences or ſlight words 
have been deprived of the ort of the Communion ; So 
that the Soul Fe which Chriſts Blood was ſhed, by the 
infli of this dreadful puni , 4s expoſed naked , 

Tablet , and. without any. defence-t0_ the Devils Aſſaults, 
ſo that be may take it at bis pleaſure (f). Where we - 


Epit.2 9.44 om- Tee he ſuppoſes the Excommunicate te be delivered 


nes Epiſc. Pro- into Sathans 


wer , and in cxtream da of Eter- 


venc-p38-469- nal Damnation. And upen this account 1s was, that 


* ' are to return und beg of -the Biſhop to admit 


"a true Scheme. of the Church Diſcipline about 


: ſhops , it #. ſaid, 


thoſe holy Biſhops were fo loth to infli& this dreadfyl 
Sentencs, til thing elſe would do. Abqur the be- 
ginning of this Age lived the Author of the A i- 
cal - Conſtitutions , as they confeſs, who diſpute a- 
gainſt chat pretended Angiquiy which the Romaniſts 
attribute to this Work , and all do grant it i 
end 
of the fourth Century. And in this Book we find 
divers paſſages to confirm this Opinion : As where it 
is ordered that the wy ſhall fit down when be Preaches, 
as having power F. ge Sinners ; for to you, O Bi- 
| FP batever ye bind on Earth ſhall be 
in Heaven, and whatever ye looſe on Earth ſball 


poſtol. be Jooſed m Heaven (s). Again, the Biſhop. is-com- 


manded when be knows any one to have Sinned , to or- 
der him to. be turned owt of the, Church with Indignati- 


on : And when tht Deacons have turned "him out, they 
him to 
Re- 


-- 


Cl 4 Diſcourſe 


rhe Civil Powers gave them: the force of Laws, and 
© by "Temporal Penalties compelled Men- to obey the 
— Canons. which is one great end of Chriſtian Magi 
ſtrates. as Mir. Selden confefſeth out of T1/idore : The 
Magiſtrates would not be neceſſary in the Church , but on 
Jp hor whas the Prieft cannot effetÞ by the Word' and Do» . 
trine , the Magiſtrate may cauſe to be done by the m__—_ 


| (o)Iidor Hiſpal. but Diſcipline (0). But to: proceed; It: was' a manife 


Sent. 3.cap.53. Sigh that theſe Ages did - believe Excommunication 
irs elfe& apors Mens Souls, and” not- only” ex- 
cluded chem our of the Society of Chriſtians apon 

Earth, but alſo put them into extream ' datger” of 
Damnation in the next World; becauſe in -all- the 

Old Councils fuch care is taken , that nonewhighad. 

ſubmicted iro Penirence- ſhould-dye 'wichout 'being ab- 

ſolved and adniitred t9-the-Holy- Communion ; for 

their reſtoring to the' Communion: 'of the Viſible 

Church, could ſignifie little to-them , who were ne- 

ver like to walk abroad again, or. to come to the 

Church any more ; wheretere this-was- intended to- 

revent . the fad- effets which this Sentence' unrever- 

PE ed might have upon them in- another - World , as 
1597+, being laid on by the Authority- of Chriſt. ”Fhe old' 
can.2.Can.s, Canons which take this care, may be ſeen” together 
Item An.5 40. in - Albaſpine : But the ſame Proviſo was- made in 
Concil.z, Aurel. the Councils of this Age" alſo , vis. That ſuch- as 
ker om ater were Excommunicated , and fell. into Mortal -Siohmeſ} , 
alin,” ſhould have the. Sacrament" before they- died (p). And 
(9) An. 540. here allo- I maſt '\note ; That about this-rime there 
Condil.z. Aurel. was a Cuſtom Annually to/Excommunicate ſome kind 
Car.1 3. . of Notorious Otfenders, which- is  nietitioned/ in- the 
& Ga 39: third Couricil .of 'Orleades (4) ; though ſoinie would 
thenCCan;r 5. | tO' the yo red ir pon Excommulnicate', the 
&) An. 507, Ancient Diſcipline was ftill' obſerved', They - were 50 
ConcillAurel. pup on the bebit of Mowrners(r)', none were to tat with 
No ns them (5); For which the A words are quoted 
Concil. las, (&Y- They were to be''deprived ea" 
Can.4. an 


= 


>. Adis Ant <A. 


of Ex xcommunication. 


and. diſcourſe wich che Faithful (s) : And finally, who- 6 A421... 
ſoever didcicher Pray with: 5..or Eat 'or-Con- Coocil.z.Tole- 
verſe: with .them/; were alſo-to-' be -Exco > 
(w). So that we-may fee the Ancient 1 oraniogg 
- was {till in forge, \uncil the year 600 after er 
and that with little or No Variation , unleſs in the 590.ConcitAn. 
deak more. gently with Penitents , becauſe the *64Can31, 
could ſcarce: bear - cholg ancient ſeverities {6 ** _ 
tg rd After this ,, we - may obſerve 
out; of, Gregory the Great, that /ir- was then the Ge- 
neral Opinion ,. That Biſbops held the place of the 4- 
pottles, and they who bad obtained this Degreee for Go- 
werpment,. bad received the power of Binding and - Loo« 
oy. -— Tee, - that whether the Paſtor laid on this Bond 
witly or "ho , it was 'to be dreaded by thoſe of bis Flock 
(a) And in his -Epiſtles, which paſſed-' for Law () An. 50, 
divers Ages , there are many -Inſtanc:s of Sreg-M.bom, 
the exerciſe of this wr res , which S. Gregory would pane png 


not. have any Biſhop uſe raſhly., nor to revenge - his ,, Cy 
| ur poor $s , becauſe: it was deligned for mote Spi- 7 | a 
cours. And it ſeems the Pope did not then 09 Greg, M. 
_— a al Commiſſion: to Abſolve. all thar Epiſtliv.2.ind.. 
other i Biſhops Excommunicated ; for he gives this rea- ng &>—y 
oa why bo AbGhes cab of; Adlesy becauſe the Bi- , Q 
ſhop- cenſured bitn, was :dedd , -and-'t2 Succeb * 
ſor; choſen (%).. And inthe: GEES he gives tO (+)Ibid.ind XL, 
 Augufine the: Monk,  for( the ws rex "the epift.c5. 
newly .Converted Engliſh Saxmms.,-he ddth. allow Him 
in. ſome. Caſes co Excommunicate {(#) ,"though- ſince (-) Greg.reſpad 
it. was-.4.08w : planted: Church. he adviſath him him to interrog. Au- 
proceed gently... :Hlowover ,. x *is certaitr,'thatehie u uſe £0 Oh 
of this Cenlurscameinto)this:Nation with hair Chri-. Og 
ſtianity : And thas Almighty\God did thew his Judy: | 
ments. upon thoſe-who this. Sentence, which: 
was 3n his: Name, be ſeen; in that 
memorable Example. reJated-by.- ,who'tells us.,- 
Thats. Chad: Biſkiop: of \the £4 ; 5 Excommuni-. 
_—_ URS b "m0 or- an. _— 


» That a Biſhop 
municate Man , no , not though 
(c) An. 750. fu#Þ & Cauſe (c); becauſe: of the dreadful conſequen- 
Egber. Excerpta Ces- then believed to- tollow upon-this Cenſare. Bur. 
Can. 48. Speim. te return to Foreign Countries: In this Age were. 
P3$-263- made thoſe Ancient Laws of the Almains, wherein , 
beſides the Temporal Penalcies for Sacriledge,, it is 
oe wen the _ ſo offending ſhall incurre rhe 
J udgment fr ff drommaar,. 7 Church 
(a) wy (4) : So-that os did not think Secular Penaleies make 
oO Oat this uſeleſs in a Chriſtian Commonwealth, bur onthe 
TLng 57. comrary , the Temporal Laws now to decree 
ſevere to be inflicted x5 Civil * _=— 


gſtrare upon th upon thoſe Poe — ren, rages 


hone os che Canis cents bo bo King Pow 
ther to Charles the Great.) with the advice. | 
Biſhops and Barons.; : Wherein they Ordain', This 
permoy ry rr es 


y to /i 


\ I-cite this the rather, becauſe Mr. Se/den hath (g) Agaits; 
£ confidenc? . to quote SSR in his Mar- Lagcp.23. 
gin, as a proof. that the F Princes did take Capic-Tomt 
Matters of - Excommunica- P3819 
"up þ) Seld. de Sy 

. as Welk 25 edrijs Lid.1- 

Cap. 10:P.192» 


-— 


tt SE_ 


roy 
bath: Sinved , ond being called. by his B Autberity, 
det wth bee be Bipe be. ſhall 
- from the Church ,vand ſep (2m ye 
(;) Capiral, 1651 x dine Jan" yr good A as te. Frkes «th to © 


6.cap88. Tom. amend” (5): again , He Excommunicated 

1.p.946.” | '- ſhall 'be be excluded , -nor only nes Earing and Diſcourſon "5 
2006 ik Clergy',. but; all om . Eating or Tatking | 

eeple.(%). | it is Otdained , That hs 


fo! Soph 


| (1) bid.cap. LA oodieers. 4 fry And in 7 
248.pag.964, Excommunicate Perſon ſhall be a Godfes : far thoſe 
who _—_ Law , and the Authority of the Canons, are 
rarned out of the Church , and out if the Camp , left 
they. bries 4 Carſe on. the People , theſe are much more to 
(m) Capitul. be kept off from theſe Sacred Duties (m). | Where, be- 
Additam. II, fides the Expreſs and plain affirmation , That Excom-' 
cap-1-p.1135- municate Perſons are by Gods Law ,to be: excluded 
the 'Church ; we: fee/,' That from! the Hiſtory of 4- 
chan's, a Curſe on the Army of 1/rael, they 
would nor ahe Excommunicate - to bear. Arms 
in {my er Which is alſo intimated rage 
Laws which cite that place: of Foſbuah, There is an 
Anathema. #» Gs mids of thee , therefare thou can#t 


(#) An. 869. o_ Sans before thy" Enemies @) And its moſt clear. 
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in that 'Age, wherein it is ſaid this Cuſtom 'was in 
wſe : Wherefore it muſt be obſerved , firſt 'that Me. 
Selden confeſſes , it was a Pagan rite ( mentioned in 
Herodotus and Diodorns Siculns) for Kings to 4 a 
ſort of | Abſolution -to involumary Slayers of 
dy admitting. ther to! their Tab'e; Ad chis Caſtor 
was ih France hefore the Kings became Chriſtian ,"'as 
ſeems probable by "that example of . Gubtrom's 
receiving a Biſhop to his Favour , that had been Ex- . 
communicated for ftufpicion of Treaſon ; which 
he was C without any Judgment of a Synot.) reſtored 
(0) Circa Am. wi Bifhoprick (e) ; ſoon after-thoſe Kings had for- 
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& bb. 7<ap.16. Priots their -Converfion might retain this. Bar- 
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t to Excommunicate | for ?*=4n1235. 
ne BS and all that Mr. Selden ***7* 
ped up t intimate the contrary for. theſe 
times , is ſufficiently anſwered hereby. And as to all 
ions relating to the times fince qur Refor- 
mation, without goitig out of my own profeſſion , or 
medling with his Law Caſes, I can prore "that the 
beſt rmed Churches abroad and our' own at home, 
have held and maintained, that . the Clergy. have % 
| — by the Word of God to OD ſcan- 
Offenders. The Helwetias Confellion cites the 
of  Maith. xvi. about the Power of the Keys, 
obn xx. of the remiſſion of Sins, and declares 
the Authority ned conn or to exclude al of 
Church is — Pl Bohemian () Coafell. 
Confeffion is very large Ros the their Belief , P*fer-Halv.Art 
That Chrift hath jrewhis Miniſters POWEr fo [ever lt 
Sinners from the ip of Chriſt, 6 emo = 
ricipatios of the Sacraments , to caſt them out 
Chriſtian Church , to ſhit the Kingdom of ry ally 
them , and finally to deliver them to Sathan (6). I Confeſl. Bo. 
Belgick Ya aa ge nn doth afhrm , Fry =p hem.cap. 14. 
Excommunication ans ot Appendaxes of Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
cipline ,” as meer by "the Precegt 'of Gods Word (c "——— 
and when th Corrected this: Artigle, as Mr. Sel ry rv 
pretends(d) , gy ill "6, that Excommunication is ef Syned.iv.) .cap. 
mn” requiſite to be retained according to the Word & 19P8g-233. 
He grants. alſo, that the Gallicen ' Confeſli 
« eros ſame thing , and that Beze and:Cal- 


vin both , have written for the Divine Right of+ Ex- 
com- 
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(+) Idemn ibid, communication (e). And for the Church. of Faclaad:. 
pag.176. the cating {ince the Reformation, 


Howſhp 
- bim 0 the Chritt (f) 
__ mirabl = of Kip Fe! Flu 


f 
aero edan-oer"of the: Dui 
nears which the Mir! of 6 Re 6h 
himſelf doth ſo e, chat Fo hon 7 x ==} 
is Looſed or B ; be will Bind or. Looſe and | 


(2) Joelli Apol. make walid in yoda (e) The Canonsof, 
Eccleſ Angl$.5. alſo declare , That ſuch as vffend their Brethren by £ 
p30, Adultery, Whoredom, Inceſt , Drunkenneſs , gps. mg, Re - - 
C he Qedinaries 16 by p 

Lyfe , ſh #0 the Qramaries to j 
by: ;h fly nat be admitted 10 the a 
Spe could give man Frog! 


well in Ancient as tater times; And we may nolw con- 
clade, Thatthe Biſhops have a Right to Excommuni- 
cate , by gan drawn from. the > Light of Na- 
tare , and the of the Jews ; b;” the Expreſs. 
Inſticution-of , and by. the pra&i:e of the Ho- 
ly Apotitles. Atm ns fra har hang Which power hey: 


have . 


Fer 
Fab 
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Commun. 


| eſteem 
-as its Manners. And this is but too plainly 


the: Charch evidently decayed in its as wel 
in our days , -for ſince. theſe Cenfares have been brought 
into. Contempt , we are almoſt overwhelmed with a 
Flood of thoſe Wickedneſſes which the Secular Laws 
ſeldom Puniſh ; Adultery, Fornication - and Inceſt , 


Drunkennefs , Blaſphemy , and Swearing , mate ge, 
perly of Eccleſi- 


(45 Canca. 109. FaQion and Malice(#),, which are pro 


Can.4,6,7. Ru- ; 1 4 i 
REN aftical Cognizance , are grown fo common and'foda 


ring , that they have brought an infinite diſgrace and 
a Shiorable Scandal on our moſt holy Religion : This 
drives ſome from the Church , hardens other;in their 
Sinful Separation , and opens the Mouths 'of all our 
Adverſanes , as if they left that Church where 
ſuch Wickedneſs goes ithed. "Tis true, their Ar- 
gument is as ill grounded as their tion : For they 
may be asvirtuousas they pleaſein a Church whereinma- 
ny are vitious,and while wickedneſz diſpleaſeth them, it 
cannot hurt them ; for Lot was innocent in Sodewm fo 
long as he was vexed at the Converſatiou of the wick- 
ed, 2 Pet. ii. 7,8. And beſides it is not the Churches 


bo "_ 
ſolemnly ſworn to doit, yet for fear of the Rich and 
favour to the Poor , negle& this uſeful duty, choo- 
fing rather ls Wen by Too; abt 26-lgd 
the Church by being the cauſe of this Scandal , than 
to difoblige their vicious Neighbours : But if they would 
Preſent then if. they be not either amended or 
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::-The ſecvnd-end. of Bxgomtaunication-i4 the Rotor 
mation of the Offender. here: ,.and his Eternal WVAtl- 
on" bercafter , 24.5. Paw in many places doth, declare . 
(») 1 Tim.i. (»),; af che: event, be the:Sinners Erernal Condemnath- 
20. — A\that io not from the [inwntzan, of- the .infliqer., 
2 _— 10, non the natural effe& 'of the - Wy , but from ol. 


. , ſtinacy: of che Pationt : Fox this Cenſuce, works. pro- 
-by the two Motives of -Shame and 
the: iences of - Evil Men , 


. » ' 
by 
# . * 


oy 
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N .c ( as 
ing. Tore. wiſely and' virtuguſly: 
while. evi :Men.cag hope- they 
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= (Oy, i can rs, 'to" chink” 6 F (2) Ego quidem : 
by ima and deteſted; My Ee Dj, periif | 
deſpiſe Fame , will ſous come"to Jpiſe's Vertue (@)} 26s, cui perije 
Fe Fat. et SS wiv at : PIER f Impiety,wh OO Saxena 4 
pon lh ve any lib. 4-p.478. 

fore rk "E Ns Key it is a moſt ſhame- 
ut thing for a Chriftian fo” to behave. himſelf, as asby | 
Chriſts Law and by thoſe who judge in his ftea 


to be openly Sentenced as unworthy to r: york 
Church , Ty 0 Rare any Corn Jaſt fo 2 

Peopl et Ae ts L Ve 
Fob Church theit, Vices, ”ahd uae tobe 


to ſhame before whole Congregation, 2 Cor, 
. 56 and it is a bleſſed ſhame if it bring the Offender ? 
to a ſorrow for his Sin, and” to ment of I 
Soy , 4 nth; r be.not pi ae hs 


Fear bo pee Pay g him be m dy E 
ear. 1s ap WE dot 00. be pr 


Fopieg ws the 
Sins Eran arearfhl dre is an 
and a forec theretrible: Jud Foto of pl hs 
ay tr ſors He We | Daaiada, 

Eyes ; This cafting out of the Church Nei "rage 


nts their being caſt (27 of Heaven ; and the deli 
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is s Opn, Fe WHT hal 


hat, [EY 7 ' ag: TY ai ? It 
| Re: _ tis worthy of .F-- 


verlaſting 
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is Holy Cenſure is. fo fit-ah Inſtrument to convert 
obſtinare Sinners we ought highly to eſteem it., and 
to, take ca oo Ric Arg our ill-management of it it-do 
not loſe i ies de 

The t Tan of Excorumunicaion is tq - preſerve 
the: from being corruptedby the example and the 
Conyerfation of Scandalous Sinners ; Which we learn 
from S. Pauls compariſons of rhe leaven to be purged out, 
kft it ſpread over the whole maſs, .1 Cor. v. 6, 7. and the . 

gangrened , Limb which 'is to: cur off leſt 4 corrupt 
the. found part, 2 Tim i..7. And hence by ex | 
command of hol re.,, x Cor. y. IL z iii, 
6. we are to fi go of Converſation with the 
' Excommunicate, which was religiouſly, dapguald4rw pa 9 
mer Ages, and is ſtrily required not only 0b, the 6 


Fiery ; for Braftos. faith, None 
"aj or talk with the Excommnicate openly or 


that is, thoſe of their ng Kaere # Gp =, 
to. excite thetn to  repent- Now it is very 6 
neither the” Lays of God, .the oſs $5; nb 3s 


7 ll the-nimber of Offenders niade them info» 
lent and incorrigible ; He [1bar puniſbes one (faith the 1- 
teat exmplary jalies drag upom foes of the ena 

of exemplar ice. u moſt : 
noted and publick Offenders:; wilt be, a means tocheck 
theſe growing Evils, and be-a waining- to others not 
tofall into thoſe Sins, 'for which Chrift and his Church 
hath appoi ſo ſevereand dreadtul a penalty. 

Finally , ſince Excommunication was fo -certainly.in-: 
ſticated--by "Chriſt -for-cheſe- excellent ends, Let all. 
CR Im rn I 
- Ler the\N rates'( according ing . as. the ; w. requires 
| the obſtinace to' ſabmit- ro this Medicine for. - 

their. Souls. - Let the Biſhops, to whom this Diſcipline is J. 
committed , uſe it only on great and juſt occaſions ;. 
_ -with- ſuch deliberation —_ Y- 

e a dae-impreflion upon as; fall underit. .. Let: 
ſuch as ſuffer it-y/be. 2 atmcchinging the-Sin which. 
brought- it on them , ſibmieto a little hame here.. . 
to reſcue them from Eternal ſhame hereafter; let them -. 
with Tears,Faſting and Prayers , ſeek the Peace of God 
and his Church, looking on. themſelves to be (as real- 
ly they are ) in a damnable conditiontill they be abſol- 
ved. And. let all others fly thals Sins which willbring : 
"it , 


